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Late in the evening on August 9, 1862, sixty-eight men and boys stopped to set up camp beside the Nueces River in 
central Texas. After several days of traveling, they were about ninety miles from their 
homes in Comfort, Texas and the surrounding Hill Country. They reportedly traveled 
without urgency, stopping frequently to collect honey or hunt for game - confident 
that they were not being followed.  
 

Most members of the traveling party were immigrants from Germany, and all of them 
were Union sympathizers. Their immediate destination was Mexico. They were 
making the journey to avoid conscription into the Confederate Army. One of their 
band, Charles Bergmann, a recent German immigrant, began the journey with the 
others, but later turned back for some reason. Bergmann was reportedly captured by 
Confederate Rangers, and forced to betray his friends in order to save his own life. 
Unbeknownst to the sixty-eight men and boys who were leisurely preparing for a peaceful night of rest, pursuers were 
now on their trail. 
 

The town of Comfort had been founded less than ten years earlier. It was settled by freethinking Germans - idealistic 
adventurers who were drawn to the United States to satisfy utopian yearnings. After arrival, they turned their new 
home into a place of culture and refinement. Musical instruments and books could be found in nearly every cabin.  
 

Then, the Civil War broke out. The innocent idealism of the Germans was to be tested. The Hill Country immigrants, 
for the most part, had nothing to do with ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜƭǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
federal government, and relied on federal troops to protect them from the resident Comanche and Apache. Therefore, 
Unionist sympathies ran strong in Comfort and the surrounding area. The citizens generally believed strongly in the 
principles of equality, freedom, and respect for their adopted country. So, when Texas seceded in 1861, most of the 
Hill Country settlers found themselves at odds with officials of the state. Shortly after secession, the Texas government 
proclaimed that any able-bodied male resident unwilling to pledge allegiance to the Confederacy had thirty days to 
leave the state - with guaranteed safe passage to elsewhere.  
 

However, in May 1862, state officials became alarmed by the rising vocal support for the Union cause in the Texas Hill 
Country. Martial law was instituted in the region, and all males over sixteen were given three days to take an oath of 
Confederate allegiance or be considered traitors. Those who refused would be dealt with at the discretion of local 
commanding officers. Confederate authorities appointed Captain James Duff to command the troops that were sent 
to the Hill Country to deal with the situation. According to a respected historian, Captain DuŦŦ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ άL ǿƛƭƭ 
hang all I suspect of being anti-/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜǎΦέ   
 

Faced with the choices of conscription, death, or flight, the sixty-eight Hill County men and boys made the choice of 
flight. They left their homes in early August 1862 to flee to Mexico. They assembled at Turtle Creek, about fifteen miles 
west of Kerrville and began their trek. The men carried rifles and six-shooters, most likely for protection and hunting.  
 

After Charles Bergmann turned back and informed the Confederate authorities about the traveling band of Union 
sympathizers, Captain Duff dispatched a company of 94 men under the command of Lt. Cole McRae to go after them. 
One of the members of the pursuing Confederate force was Robert Hamilton Williams. Williams later wrote a book 
about the ordeal, where he suggested that from the beginning, it was evident that Capt. Duff intended to show no 
ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŦǳƎƛǘƛǾŜǎΦ IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ά{ƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǊǳƳƻǊǎ ƻŦ 5ǳŦŦ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ƘŀŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƴƻ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƳǇΦέ 
 

After eight days of leisurely travel, the German Unionists had only reached the Nueces River. If they had known of their 
eminent danger, and picked up their pace, they could have reached Mexico in half that time. They set up their evening 
camp beside the river, near a cedar brake. Since horsemen had been spotted in the distance earlier in the day, the 
group decided to be on their way first thing in the morning. Four guards were posted as darkness fell.  
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 17 
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Veterans Day ς Friday, 11 Nov 2022 - Houston, Texas 
 

On Veterans Day 2022, Brothers of Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2 assembled on the grounds in front of Houston City 
Hall to participate in IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ official Veterans Day ceremony. An eleven-man Federal Honor Guard was formed, 
commanded by Tommy Attaway of the Texas Rifles. The men of the SUVCW were augmented by several members of 
Co. A, 13th U.S. Infantry and the Texas Rifles. The unit was given the honor of rendering a rifle salute to all Veterans of 
our nation. The unit, in formation 
on the grassy area beside the 
Reflection Pond, pre-loaded 
during the ceremony, and waited 
for the cue to salute. 
 

 

LOAD! 
 

L-R: Joey Alamia,   
Tommy Attaway (in front with 

sword), Joe Akers, Roy Eanes, 
Michael Rappe,  

Michael Lance, John Scott, 
Rion Braddock, and  

Howard Rose. 
 

Rear rank and not visible:  

Daniel Pourreau and  
Curtis Lewis. 

 
 
When the politicians and military dignitaries 
ended their speeches, the spectators were 
directed to turn their attention to the grassy 
area beside the pond.   
 

FIRE! 
 

Three booming salute volleys were fired by 
seven of the men of the Honor Guard. 
Tommy Attaway, commanding, loudly 
barked the orders to FIRE, LOAD, READY, 
AIM, and again FIRE! In all three volleys, the 
seven guns blasted as one! 
 

The shots thundered and echoed through the 
skyscrapers of downtown Houston. After the 
third volley, the unit was ordered to PRESENT 
ARMS as Echo Taps was sounded by a pair of 
buglers.  
 

At the conclusion of the formal ceremonies 
in front of City Hall, the Honor Guard 
marched  a  couple  blocks  to  the  parade  
 
 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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staging area and waited for the procession to begin. Meanwhile, Brother Michael Lance and Curtis Lewis (13th U.S. 
Infantry) fell out to exchange their muskets for flags ς and then returned to wait with the unit.  

 

Soon, the wait was over. The Honor Guard converted 
to a Federal Color Guard and entered their assigned 
position in the parade procession. With Colors waving, 
the unit smartly marched along the parade route. The 
boys in blue were warmly cheered by the spectators 
lining the streets of downtown Houston as they 
marched by. 
 

As the unit marched past the reviewing stands near the 
end of the parade route, Michael Lance dipped the 
Regimental Colors in salute ς while at the same time, 
the rest of the Color Guard saluted by turning their 
heads to face the stands.  
 

After reaching the end of the parade route, the unit 
was dismissed, with each man satisfied that he had 
done his small part to honor the veterans of our 
Nation! 
 

Left: The Federal Color Guard marching along the 
parade route      
 

 Χ wŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜΣ t// 
Χ tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ {ŀǊŀƘ wŀǇǇŜ 

 
 

 

 

Veterans Day is a federal holiday recognized nationwide each November 11 to celebrate and honor all U.S. veterans, 
whether they are deceased or living. It is always observed on November 11 each year, no matter what day of the week 
it falls on. Since there are over 18 million veterans living in the U.S., it is a holiday that is commemorated, in some way, 
by nearly every community in the country. Festivals, parades, ceremonies, and other events 
are typically scheduled to recognize and honor local veterans. 
 

The difference between Veterans Day and Memorial Day, is that Memorial Day is observed 
near the end of May each year ς specifically to remember service members who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice of their lives while serving their country.  
 

Veterans Day was originally called Armistice Day. In 1954, President Dwight Eisenhower 
officially changed the name to Veterans Day. Because World War I was a multi-country 
effort, other countries involved in that war also honor their veterans this time of year. France, Australia, Canada, and 
Great Britain pay respects to their veterans on or near November 11. The U.K. and Canada call the day Remembrance 
Day.  
 

Each year on November 11, at exactly 11 a.m., Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia conducts a Veterans Day event. 
It starts with a wreath-laying at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and the public is invited to attend.  
 

Final note: Veterans Day is spelled without an apostrophe, according to the Department of Defense. 
 

 ΧǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜ, DC 
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Wreaths Across America - Saturday - 17 Dec  2022 - Houston, Texas 
 

Camp SVC John Vander Meulen, JVC Daniel Pourreau, and Brothers Michael Rappe and Michael Lance, PCC, assembled 
near the Hemicycle at Houston National Cemetery to participate in the Wreaths Across America event. While posing 
for photos with visitors before the start, the unit met a troop of local Boy Scouts. The Scouts enthusiastically agreed to 
join the men for the laying of wreaths and giving honors to veterans buried in the cemetery. 
 

Brothers of Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2 team up with a local Boy Scout Troop 
 

The ceremony program included a vintage aircraft flyover, bagpipers, the presenting of wreaths by veterans of previous 
wars, a rifle salute, and echo Taps by a pair of buglers. After the speeches were over, volunteers laid 48,510 wreaths 
at the graves of veterans in the vast cemetery. The Lea Camp men and the Scout troop marched together to the boxes 
of wreaths near the graves. The Scouts collected about two dozen wreaths and then formed up with the men in blue 
to give honors at the graves of veterans. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R-L: SVC Daniel Pourreau, Michael Lance, PCC, Scout, SVC John Vander Meulen, Scout, 
Michael Rappe, and Jason Hoffman 

 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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¢ƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ±ŀƴŘŜǊ aŜǳƭŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǊŀƴƪΣ ŀƴŘ 
service branch, a Scout stepped forward to lay a wreath, then stepped back into formation. All members of the unit 
then saluted, with rifle or by hand, in a moment of silent reflection. The unit then turned to march to the next grave 
and repeat the honors, and so on.  

 

Lea Camp Brothers L-R ς Jason Hoffman, Michael Rappe, John Vander Meulen, and Michael Lance 
 
 

Left: Within a relatively short 
time span, tens of thousands 
of wreaths decorated 
ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
of the vast cemetery. 
 

After laying numerous wreaths, 
the Lea Camp formation  marched 
to a distant section of the 
cemetery to decorate and honor 
the graves of two relatives of the 
Scout leader. She video-recorded 
the salute ceremony to show to 
other family members.  

 

The veterans were respectfully 
remembered and honored during 
this special event! 
 

Χ submitted by Michael Lance, DC/PCC 
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(continued) 

 

Battle of Galveston Commemoration Ceremony - Saturday, 7 Jan 2023 - Galveston, Texas 
 

The 2023 annual Battle of Galveston Commemoration ceremony was a great success once again. Hosted by the Lt. 
Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2, the event attracted volunteer participants from across the state. They included: Brothers 
Paul Kendal, Mark Parkison, and Matthew Parkison from the Gen. James J. Byrne Camp #1 of Ft. Worth; John Schneider 
and his wife, Jill, from the Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp #18 of Dallas, representing MOLLUS and DOLLUS; Sisters Vali 
Reyes and Jana Marsh of the Sarah Emma Seelye Auxiliary No. 1, SUVCW; Susan Barry and six other Sisters of the Sarah 
Emma Edmonds Tent #4, DUVCWΤ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ DǊŀȅ ƻŦ DŀƭǾŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ Harmony Lodge Masons; Cmdr. Doug McBee 
and another member of the John Bell Hood SCVCW Camp #50 of Galveston; Maj. Mark Knight with several Galveston 
Ball High School JROTC Cadets; and several members of Co. A, 13th wŜƎΩǘ ¦Φ{Φ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅκ¢ŜȄŀǎ wƛŦƭŜǎ. 
 

 

 

An impressive 11-man 
Honor Guard provided the 
musket salute 
 

Front row L-R: Howard Rose, 
Private, Jared Garcia, Rion 
Braddock, Zane Hooper 
 

Back row L-R: Chris Strzelecki, 
Michael Rappe, Jason 
Hoffman, Daniel Pourreau, 
Kerry Manning, Ben 
Bonnett 
 

Serving as Officer of the Day, 
Brother John Schneider led 
the opening procession at the 
head of the Color Guard. 

 
The long procession marched to a 
drum cadence. Each member then 
advanced to their individual 
ceremony positions around the 
Union monument.   
 

Left: Rear portion of the opening 
procession approaching the 
Union Monument 
 

Once everyone was in position, 
Camp Commander-elect John 
Vander Meulen, acting as event 
Master of Ceremonies, opened the 
program. 
 

 
 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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Following the Divine Blessing, offered by Camp Chaplain, Stephen Duncan, 
the Colors were posted by the Ball High Color Guard unit. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was then led by Camp Patriotic Instructor, Steve Brock, followed 
by a rendering of Hail Columbia. Brother Vander Meulen then gave greetings 
and welcomed the participants and guests.  

 

Left: Camp Commander-elect John Vander Meulen offering opening 
remarks and greetings 

 

After Brother John Schneider, representing MOLLUS, offered greetings, 
Department Cmdr. Michael Lance moved to the podium to present a 
historical sketch of the мусо ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ DŀƭǾŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ YǳƘƴΩǎ 
Wharf. 
 

A solemn Roll Call of the battle casualties was then read by Dept. Chaplain, 
Stephen Schulze, with the bell sounded by DC Lance after each name was 
called. Bouquets of flowers were then placed on the monument by Sister 
Jana Marsh (Secretary, SUVCW Auxiliary) and Sister Susan Barry (President, 
DUVCW Tent), followed by a Moment of Silence for the fallen Union men. 
 

  

Right: Dept. Chaplain 
Schulze at the podium 
calling out the names of 
the Union battle 
casualties, and Dept. 
Cmdr. Lance tolling the 
bell after each name was 
read 
 
Sister Susan Barry then read 
the poem, When the Boys in 
Blue are Gone, which 
concluded the first half of the 
program.  
 
The Colors were retrieved by 
the Color Guard and all 
participants formed up once 
again in procession. As a 
drum cadence began, the 
group marched by file several 
rows over to the grave oŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜΣ [ǘΦ /ƳŘǊΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ [ŜŀΦ     

 

Once everyone had assembled in position around the Lea grave, the Colors were re-posted. The second half of the 
program began with an interesting historical sketch by Chaplain Richard Gray of the Harmony Lodge Masons. The  
Accoutrements of the Soldier were then placed at the headstone by Officer of the Day, John Schneider, and then he 
posted Brother Lee Wallace as the Grave beside it. 

 
Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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Then followed the somber placing ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊƛƴƎ Ψŀƴ ǳƴŘȅƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ōȅ {ƛǎǘŜǊ {ǳǎŀƴ .ŀǊǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜƴ Sister Vali Reyes placed a single white rose, as a 
ΨǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǇǳǊƛǘȅΩΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ 
ΨǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΩΣ ōȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ Stephen Schulze. 

 

Right: Brother Lee Wallace posted as Guard next to the decorated 
headstone of Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea. DC Michael Lance at the 

podium prepares to place a small U.S. Flag beside the headstone 
 

Next, the Honor Guard rendered a 3-volley musket salute, which was 
followed by echo Taps. 

 

John Vander Meulen 
then offered closing 
remarks, followed by 
the retiring of the 
Colors. The closing 
Benediction was 
given by Chaplain 
Stephen Duncan. 

 
 

 

Left L-R: Michael Lance, Jana Marsh, Vali Reyes, and John 
Vander Meulen pose for a photo after the ceremony 
  

 

Below: SUVCW Brothers and DUVCW Sisters gather for a group photo. Brothers R-L: Michael Lance, John 
Schneider, Steve Brock, Stephen Duncan, Vince Trovato, John Vander Meulen, Lee Wallace, and Robert 
Riley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Χ report submitted by Michael Lance, DC/PCC 
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Muster and Drill - Saturday, 25 Feb 2023 - Humble, Texas 
 

Brothers Daniel Pourreau, Michael Rappe, and Jason Hoffman of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp joined up with 
members of Co. A, 13th Regiment, U.S. Infantry reenactors at Jesse Jones Park in Humble, Texas on Saturday, February 
25. They gathered for instruction and practice in maneuvers and weapons handling and stacking. The men drilled 
primarily according to procedures described in Brig. Gen. Silas Casey's Infantry Tactics Manual.    
 

 

Gen. Casey originally designed the drills to facilitate 
efficient and safe movement of large formations of 
soldiers into firing positions, and then maneuver 
the unit quickly and safely to another position, as 
needed on a field of battle.  
 

Left: Instruction on Stacking Arms 

 

In addition to being important for efficient 
battlefield maneuvering and tactics, some of the 
skills practiced by the men are also relevant today 
for Honor Guards at ceremonies, parades, and 
other events.   Learning and using the proper drill 
procedures is yet another way we strive to honor 
our ancestors for their service to preserving the 
Union.  
 

 

Combined units ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 and Co. A, 13th wŜƎΩǘ ¦Φ{Φ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ {±/ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .Φ tƻǳǊǊŜŀǳ ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
Photos by John Vander Meulen, CC 
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Thursday, 14 Dec 2022 ς Shreveport, Louisiana 
 
 

At the December 14, 2022 Camp business meeting, Jr. Member Brother T. J. Henigan was sworn in as a Full Member 
of the Order by Department Cmdr. Michael Lance. He took the Oath of Obligation which was administered by acting 
Chaplain, John C. Vander Meulen. 

 

Left: Brother John Vander Meulen 
administers the Oath of Obligation 
 
The 2023 Camp Officers the Bailey Camp 
were also installed by the Department 
Commander. They included:  
 

¶ Camp Cmdr. John Prime,  

¶ SVC Michael Heller 

¶ JVC Tony Vets II 

¶ {ŜŎǊΦκ¢ǊŜŀǎΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ Ψ.ƛƭƭΩ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘ 

¶ Council #1 Tony Vets Sr. 

¶ Council #2 Homer Ted Cox 

¶ Council #3 William Nichols 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brother ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ Ψ.ƛƭƭΩ Elliott, Secretary/Treasurer of the Bailey 
Camp presented a SUVCW Eagle Scout Award to college 
student, Travis Bister in late December.   

 

 Right: Brother Bill Elliott with  Eagle Scout Travis Bister 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅκ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ .ǊƛƎΦ DŜƴΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ .ŀƛƭŜȅ /ŀƳǇ ІрΣ {ƘǊŜǾŜǇƻǊǘΣ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 
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Wreaths Across America - Saturday, 17 Dec 2022 - McKinney, Texas 
 

Three members of Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18 participated in the Wreaths Across America activities at Pecan Grove 

Cemetery in McKinney, Texas on December 17, 2022. The event was sponsored by the John Abston Chapter of the 
National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution. DJVC Rick W. Erder, DS/T Donald L. 
Gates, PDC, and John E. Schneider Sr., PDC, 
attended the event representing the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, and MOLLUS. 
 

Right: Donald Gates, PDC, lays a wreath  
at a veterans grave 

 

The laying of wreaths at Pecan Grove Cemetery is 
special to Camp 18, because it is believed that 
some, if not all, of the thirteen Union Army and 
Navy veterans buried there were members of GAR 
Post 18 of McKinney. Camp 18 had chosen its 
numeric designation to  honor them.  
 

Pecan Cemetery is also significant to the Ellsworth 
Camp because one of its members, Brother Bill 
Fleming, is buried there. The Camp laid Brother 
Fleming to rest with a graveside ceremony in 2012. 
On this Wreaths Across America day, the Brothers honored Brother Fleming and three other veterans.  
 

The wreath laying program began with a gathering of all volunteers for a brief memorial service. Afterwards, the 
volunteers each collected a wreath to lay at ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜΦ To honor and remember each veteran, a 
wreath was placed on his grave, and the volunteer spoke his name aloud as a final tribute to his service.  
 

Left: John Schneider Sr., PDC at the 
decorated grave of Captain W. L. 
Boyd, a Union Veteran 
 

For many years, Ellsworth Camp 18 has 
placed a flag and flowers at the grave of 
the late Brother Fleming on Memorial 
Day, as well as on the graves of the 
thirteen Union veterans buried in the 
cemetery. The Camp will now do the same 
each year on Wreaths Across America day. 
 

The non-profit Wreaths Across America 
organization was established in 2007. It 
currently distributes wreaths for 
placement on the graves of U.S. Veterans 
in over 3,400 cemeteries across the 
nation. Wreaths Across America day is 
usually celebrated on the second or third 
Saturday of December. 
 

Χ continued on next page 
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Pecan Grove Cemetery 
McKinney, Texas 

 

Left to Right 
 

Jill Schneider 
John Schneider Sr., PDC  

Donald Gates, PDC 
Richard Erder, DJVC  

Lee Ann Erder, NSDAR 
 
 

 

 

In addition to the activities at Pecan Grove 
Cemetery, Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18 
was also represented at the San Antonio 
National Cemetery for a Wreaths Across 
America event on December 17th. Brother 
Blair Rudy, PDC, attended and placed a 
wreath to honor and remember a U.S. 
Veteran.  

 
 

 

Left: Brother Blair Rudy, PDC places a wreath  
ŀǘ ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜΦ 

 

The Wreaths Across America event in San Antonio was  sponsored by the 
Alamo Chapter of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Scout Award - Saturday, 25 Feb 2023 - Plano, Texas 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
On February 25, 2023, Brother John Schneider Sr. presented a 
SUVCW Eagle Scout Award Certificate to Vincent Mecca of 
Troop 380 of Plano, Texas. 
 

Left: Brother John Schneider Sr. and  
Eagle Scout Vincent Mecca 
 

Χ ŀŦǘŜǊ-action reports and photos submitted by Brothers  
John Schneider, Blair Rudy, and Donald Gates 

Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18, Dallas 
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Feb 2022 ς From the Office of the National Patriotic Instructor  
 

Brothers, 
 

Most of my instructions for the past year have been on ways in which we can help in our community thus fortifying the 
foundation of patriotism. However, the month of February is too important to our order to not pay it special attention. 
We have all grown up with Presidents Day celebrating the lives of all Presidents of the United States and the leadership 
that they have provided our great country. 
 

However, there is one President that many of us believe stands above the rest, the man that led this country through 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ much that his birthday, 12 February, 
is a special day for us, known as Union Defenders Day. With all the holidays that we pay tribute to, one might ask 
themselves why this day is so important. Simply put, it is to ensure that not only do we pay homage to those that 
served to defend the country during the war, but to also give thanks and praise to Lincoln himself. 
 

This day was first celebrated 1866 by President Johnson and his cabinet, as it was his first birthday after his death. In 
1889 then Commander in Chief George B. Abbott of the Sons of Union Veterans issued General Order 17 requesting 
Camps and Departments celebrate and honor Lincoln on what he proposed ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 5ŀȅέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
went to the Committee on Officers Reports that year and returned with recommending that we add this day to our 
calendar but call it Union Defenders Day. We continue this tradition today as many Camps and Department have a 
Lincoln Luncheon or a different form of Defenders Day celebration. 
 

This day is a great day for us, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, to celebrate Lincoln. We need to also take 
this opportunity to extend our celebrations out to other organizations and remind them of the deeds that occurred in 
this time. Most look towards his actions in freeing the slaves, as they should. However, we cannot let them forget 
about what he did to preserve the Union. The actions he took during the Civil War that do not get as much press or 
publicity. How he made the tough decisions necessary to lead the country through this trying time. 
 

My challenge for you all this month is something that will be an easy way for us all to honor our ancestors and those 
brave souls that fought for the Union. This is to send a card or letter to our last living Real Son, Br. William Pool of the 
Department of Missouri. He is currently in a nursing home. Showing the last Real Son that we have not forgotten him, 
shows his father and all his comrades in the afterlife that we have not forgotten about them either. Please send to: 
 

Br. William Pool 
C/O Parkview Healthcare Facility 
119 W. Forest St. 
Bolivar, MO 65613 
 

Please let us shower Br. Pool with love and let him know he is not 
forgotten! 
 

Brother Benjamin Frail, PDC,  
National Patriotic Instructor, SUVCW 

 

Χ submitted by Dept. Patriotic Instructor, Brother Bill Elliott,  
Brig. General Joseph Bailey Camp 5, Shreveport, LA 

 
 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ Brother ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tƻƻƭΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ tŀǊƪŜǊ tƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƻ 
served with Co. D, 6th West Virginia Infantry. William is now 97 years old 
and is a member of the SUVCW Col. John Bryner #67 of Peoria, Illinois. On 
ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ΨwŜŀƭ {ƻƴΩ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ΨwŜŀƭ 
5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩΣ CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ tƻƻƭΦ 
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What started it all four years ago, was the realization that my mother had a rich American lineage. It included Civil War, 
War of 1812, and Revolutionary War veterans and patriots. Her lineage also included the pilgrim Robert Jones, who 
was one of the nine pilgrims murdered by the Wampanoag Indians in 1675 - an incident that sparked King PhillipΩs war. 
 

What started innocently enough with a trial subscription to Ancestry.com quickly progressed to entire weekends 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ L ƘŀŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜƳŀƎƴŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΣ 
but nothing about Washington or Lincoln. But in less time than it took to discover that my wife and I are distant relatives 
(7th cousins twice removed), I was hooked on genealogy and American history!                                         
 

On November 9, 2018, I was honored to be inducted into the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
My acceptance was based on the service of my 5th and 6th great grandfathers, who were both patriots during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 

Samuel Carter Sr. of Warren, Connecticut fought alongside the British in the French and Indian 
war, then served during the revolution as Lieutenant of the Ninth Company, 13th Connecticut 
Regiment Alarm List.  
 

Left: CT Provincial Soldier; French and Indian War (by Don Troiani) 
 

His oldest son, Samuel Carter Jr., enlisted in April 1777 in Captain Albert Chapman's Company 
in Hermann Swift's 7th Connecticut Line Regiment ς just 12 days after his 
17th birthday. His unit was ordered to join Washington's army in 
Pennsylvania in the fall. They fought the British at Germantown on 
October 4th to try to recapture Philadelphia from Sir Williams HoweΩs 

troops. The effort failed, and Samuel Jr. wintered at Valley Forge until January 1778, before 
returning to Warren. 
 

Right: CT Continental Line Soldier with French Charleville Musket (by Don Troiani) 
 

Both Samuels farmed and raised their families on today's Turning Point Farm on Cornwall Rd. in 
Warren, Connecticut until their deaths. Their old farmhouse still stands to this day and can be 
rented out. 
 

Gratiot County, in central Michigan, is where my second great-grandfather, Aaron Ruple Porter, settled with his parents 
and surviving siblings in 1854. In August 1864, Aaron and his older brother Chauncey, who lived in Ionia, Michigan, 
joined the 1st Michigan Engineers, Co. E, in Grand Rapids. After a brief training stint, they rejoined the 1st Michigan 
Engineers in still smoldering Atlanta in late September. There, they were attached to Jefferson C. 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ XIVth Corps 
for {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ άaŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀέΦ   
 

On this march, !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ regiment was required to keep pace with the infantry, traveling over ten miles a day, while 
tearing up railroad tracks, twisting rails, burning bridges, repairing and making roads through marshes, and building 
bridges. It rained for most of the 250-mile trek to Savannah Georgia between November 16 and December 11.  
 

After the fall of Savannah on December 24th, the regiment started on the long march through the 
Carolinas for Goldsboro, N.C. While it showed some restraint on the άMarch to the Seaέ through 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀΣ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƴƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ that 
started the conflict. Lt. Alex Campbell from Co. G wrote: ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ŀǎƘes fifty miles in 
ǿƛŘǘƘέΦ The regiment was ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нсΣ мусрΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅ, and arrived in Washington on the 20th of May to take part in the Grand 
Review.  All told, the Porter brothers travelled close to 2,700 miles by foot and rail during their year 
with the Michigan Engineers - before returning home to their families and farms. 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ {±/ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ B. Pourreau, Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, Houston 
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(continued from page 3) 
 

 

The Confederate pursuers had begun their chase three days after the fleeing Germans left Turtle Creek. But since they 
traveled purposefully, they caught up with the Unionists just as they were settling down in their evening camp. Lt. 
McRae was intent on capturing the band of Union sympathizers by surprise. About 11 p.m., his troops began moving 
slowly and silently toward the camp in single file. He ordered his men to creep up close to the camp in the darkness 
and then attack at first light.  
 

At 3 a.m., gunfire suddenly shattered the calm of the night. Two of the four camp guards were killed after accidently 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜǎΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ά{ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƻƻǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ Ǝǳƴ ŀǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
instantly the camp was abuzz - like a swarm of bees. Men ran hither and thither in great confusion; no one knew what 
ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ  
 

During that night, either before or just after the first shots were fired, about 28 members of the German group had 
slipped out of camp and headed for home. So only about 40 Unionists remained in camp to defend against the 94 
attacking Confederates. The Germans fought in close formation from the center of their camp, while the Confederates 
were spread out and sniping from all sides, many using the cover of the cedar brake. By every account, the Unionists 
put up a good fight, causing the Confederates to lose more men than anticipated. However, the larger force would 
soon prevail. Nineteen Unionists were killed or badly wounded in the melee. The Confederates suffered two killed and 
eighteen wounded, including Lt. McRae.  
 

wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎƻ ǇƭǳŎƪƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ 
taken any part against them. We bound up their wounds, gave them water, and laid them as comfortably in the shade 
aǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘΣέ ǿǊƻǘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΦ 
 

Before the surrender was made by the wounded Germans, the able-bodied Unionists still left in camp managed to 
escape during the confusion of battle - but only temporarily. A determined manhunt began immediately after the 
surrender. Captain Williams joined in the search for the escapees. When he returned to the camp later that afternoon 
to check on the wounded captives, he found the camp deserted. He was informed that the prisoners had been moved 
a short distance away, tƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŜŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎƘŀŘŜΦ ! ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǾƻƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǘǎΦ άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
at first they were burying some of the dead with the honors of war, but it did not sound like that either. Then, thinking 
it might be an attack on us, I seized my rifle and ran in the direction of the firing. I met a man coming from it, who, 
ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ƳŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΤ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŘŜǾƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦŦΗΩ ΨLǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƭŘ ōƭƻƻŘΚΩ L ǎŀƛŘΦ ΨhƘΣ ȅŜǎΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ 
ΨǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǎǳǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ǘƻƻΦΩέ 
 

Over the next few weeks, nine of the escaped German Unionists were captured and summarily executed in various 
locations, and eight more were killed in a skirmish with Confederate troops at the Rio Grande. A few survivors did 
manage to straggle home to give an account of the massacre. The cruelty of the event shocked the people of the Texas 
Hill Country. Two thousand frightened Union sympathizers took to the hills to avoid a possible encounter with Duff's 
Partisan Rangers. Twenty-five years later, survivor JŀŎƻō YǳŜŎƘƭŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ά{ƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ 
stood pale and shuddering at the sight of the fate which had befallen the poor wounded, who could not leave camp 
with the rest of us, having every one been murdered and mutilated by a cruel fƻŜΦέ 
 

Survivor Henry Joseph Schwethelm also made it back home to Comfort - eventually. After leaving the gunfight at the 
camp, he made his way to, and crossed, the Rio Grande and then got to Monterrey, Mexico. He then caught a ship at 
Veracruz and sailed to New Orleans - and enlisted in the Union army! On the third anniversary of the battle, 
Schwethelm led a group from Comfort back to the site to retrieve the bones of his comrades. The bones were then 
placed in a mass grave in Comfort. A limestone monument, the Treue der Union Monument (Loyalty to the Union), the  
oldest Civil War monument in Texas, was erected above it. The bodies of those who drowned in the Rio Grande were 
never recovered.  

 
Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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(continued) 
 

 

On August 20, 1865, a funeral was held 
for the victims of the massacre. Three 
hundred people attended. Federal troops 
fired a salute over the mass grave. 
Edward Degener, father of victims Hugo 
and Hilmar Degener, delivered the 
eulogy. 
 

Right: Treue der Union Monument 
 

The Treue der Union Monument was 
dedicated August 10, 1866. The names of 
all the Union sympathizers who were 
killed beside the Nueces, later shot or 
hanged as prisoners, or killed at or 
drowned in the Rio Grande, were 
inscribed on four name tablets at the top 
of the monument. The obelisk stands 
twenty feet high and was constructed of 
native limestone. It was the first 
monument authorized to display A 36-star U.S. Flag at half-mast in perpetuity. The Monument was listed on the U.S. 
National Register of Historic Places in 1978. A time capsule rests within the structure. 
 

A sign erected to commemorate the August 20, 1865 funeral stands next to the flag pole. It reads:  
 

άThe procession of three hundred people, headed by the fathers of four of the victims, old men of sixty and seventy 
years, preceded the funeral car drawn by four white horses. Under the Union banner lay the remains. A detachment 
of Federal troops accompanied the cortege. At the grave, E. Degener, 
father of two victims, pronounced an oration which brought tears of grief 
to the eyes of the mourners. He concluded thus: ΨThe sacrifice that we, the 
fathers of the slaughtered, made to our country and to liberty, is great and 
dolorous. We shall, however, console ourselves; we shall be proud of having 
offered our sons to the Union, if the glorious victory of its arms bear all the 
fruits that the nation and the whole of humanity justly expect to reap.Ω The 
Federal troops fired a salute over the grave. The little remote site where 
they rest must be to the nation as sacred as those places where thousands 
are deposited. Small in number, far away from the patriotic heart and the 
strong arm of the loyal North, surrounded by fierce enemies of the Union, 
those brave and devoted Germans offered their lives.έ 
 

Right: Texas State Historical Marker at the Monument 
 

The Texas Hill Country town of Comfort survived the Civil War to become a 
ƳŜŎŎŀ ŦƻǊ άƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎέ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǳōŜǊŎǳƭƻǎƛǎΦ Lǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ 
sleepy tourist destination. Today, Comfort features an impressive series of 
antique stores, several historic limestone buildings, and examples of old 
German Fachwerk cabins. The Treue der Union Monument - a solemn 
reminder ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ - graces the top of a 
hill in the center of town. 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜΣ PCC, Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
 

 

 


