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Late in the evening on August 9, 1862, skityht men and boys stopped to set up camp beside the Nueces Riv
central Texas. After several days of traveling, they were about ninety miles from their

homes in Comfort, Texas and the surrounding Hill Country. They reportedly tra
without urgency, stopping frequently to collect honey or hdot game- confident
that they weae not being followed.

Most members of the traveling party were immigrants from Germany, and all of tt
were Union sympathizers. Their immediate destination was MeXidey were
making the journey to avoid conscription into the Confederate Army. Ortbeif
band, Charles Bergmann, a recent German immigrant, began the journey witl
others, but later turned back for some reas@®@ergmann waseportedlycapturedby
ConfederateRangersandforced to betray his friends in order to save his own lif<.
Unbeknownst to the sixtyeight men and boys who were leisurely preparing for a peaceful night of rest, pursesss
now on their trail.

The town of Comfort had been founded less than ten years earlier. It was settled by freethinking Geiteatistic
adventurers who were drawn to the United States to satisfy utopian yearnings. After arrival, they turned thei
home into a place of dture and refinement. Musical instruments and books could be found in nearly every cabir

Then, the Civil War broke out. The innocent idealism of the Germans was to be tested. The Hill Country imm
for the most part, had nothingtodowith t  3SNE | YR RARY QG 2¢y LI I yidl GA
federal government, and relied on federal troops to protect them from the resident Comanche and Apache. The
Unionist sympathies ran strong in Comfartd the surrounding arearhe citizens generally believed strongly in t
principles of equality, freedom, and respect for their adopted country. So, when Texas seceded in 1861, mos
Hill Country settlers found themselvasoddswith officials of the state. Shortly afteecession, the Texas governmet
proclaimed that any ablkbodied male resident unwilling to pledge allegiance to the Confederacy had thirty day
leave the state with guaranteed safe passage to elsewhere

However, in May 1862, state officials becantariaed by the rising vocal support for the Union cause inTteradHill
Country. Martial law was instituteth the region and all males over sixteen wegiven three dayso take an oath of
Confederate allegiancer be considered traitors. Those who re&dwould be dealt with at the discretion of loca
commanding officers. Confederate authorities appointed Captain James Duff to command thettrabpere sent
to the Hill Country to deal with the situation. According to a respected historian, Capt&ifDug & K S| NF
hang all | suspect of being a#tiz Y F SRS NI G S & ¢

Faced with the choices of conscription, death, or fligh sixty-eight Hill County men and boys made the choice
flight. They left their homes in early August 1862 to tte&lexico. They assembled at Turtle Creek, about fiteen m
west of Kerrville and began their trek. The men carried rifles anshsigters, most likely for protection and hunting.

After Charles Bergmanturned back andnformed the Confederate authorities about the traveling band of Unig
sympathizersCaptain Duff dispatched a company of 94 men under the command GbleMcRae to go after them.
One of themembers of thepursuing Confederatéorce was Rbert Hamilton Williams. Wiiams later wrote a book
about the ordeal, where he suggested that from the beginning, it was evident that Capt. Duff intended to sh
YSNO& (G2 lFyeée FdzAAGAGSad |I'S gNRGSY G{AYyAaidSNI Nuzyz2N
KIR IAGSY OSNIFIAY 2F KAa F2ft2¢SNR (2 dzyRSNRGI yR

After eight days of leisurely travel, the German Unionists had only reached the Nueces River. If they had known
eminent danger, and picked upélr pace, they could have reached Mexico in half that time. They set up their eve
camp beside the river, near a cedar brake. Since horsemen had been spotted in the distance earlier in the ¢
group decided to be on their way first thing in the mimg. Four guards were posted as darkness fell.

X 02y dAydiSR
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston

Veterans Dayg Friday, 11 Nov2022- Houston Texas

On Veterans Day 2022, BrothersLaf Cmdr. Edward Lea Campssembled on the grounds in front of Houston Ci
Hall to participate in 2 dza Uoffigfal)M&@terans Daygeremony. An eleveman Federal Honor Guard was formed
commanded by Tommy Attaway of tHexas Rifleslhe men of theSUVCWvere augmented by severahembers of
Co. A, 13th U.S. Infantand theTexas RiflesThe unit wagiven thehonor of rendering arifle salute toall Veterans of
our nation.The unit, in formation .

on the grassy area beside thi.
Reflection Pond, proaded
during the ceremony, and vited
for the cue to salute.

LOAD!

L-R:Joey Alamia,
Tommy Attaway(in front with
sword) Joe Akers, Roy Eanes

Michael Rappe,

Michael Lance, John Scaoitt,
Rion Braddock, and
Howard Rose.

Rear rankand not visible:
Daniel Pourreau and
Curtis Lewis.

When the politicians and military dignitaries
ended their speeches, the spectators wer
directed to turn their attention to the grassy
area beside the pond.

FIRE!

Three booming salute volleys were fired by,
seven of themen of the Honor Guard
Tommy Attaway commanding, loudly

barked the orders toFIRE LOAD READY
AIM, and agairFIREIn all three volleysthe

seven guns blasted as one!

Theshotsthundered and echoed through the
skyscrapers of downtown Houstofter the
third volley, the unit was ordered BRESENT
ARMSasEcho Tapwas sounded by a pair of
buglers.

At the conclusion of the formal ceremonie
in front of City Hall, the Honor Gué
marcheda couple blocks$o the parade

X O2yiAydSR
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston (continued

LX)

staging areaand waited for the processiomo begin. MeanwhileBrother Michael Lance and Curtis Lewli3"(U.S.
Infantry) fell outto exchange their muskets for flagand then returned to wait with the unit.

Soon, the wait was over. The Honor Guard convert
to a Federal Color Guard armahtered their assigned
position inthe paradeprocessionWith lors waving,
the unit smartly marche@dlongthe parade routeThe
boys in blue were warmly cheerday the specators
lining the streets of downtown Houstoras they
marched by

=
=
m
=
=
=
-
=
=
=
=

As the unit marched past the reviewing stands near t
end of the parade route, Michael Lance dipped th
Regimental Colors in salutewhile at the same time,
the rest of the Color Guard saed by turning their
heads to face the stands.

i After reaching the end of thearaderoute, the unit
was dismissed, with each man satisfight he had
done hs small part to honor the veterans of out
Nation!

Left The Federal Color Guamarchingalong the
paraderoute

X tKz2{i2a o¢é

Trivia - Veterans Day

Veterans Days a federal holiday recognizetionwideeach Novembelf 1 to celebrate and honor all U.S. veteran
whether they aradeceased or livindt isalwaysobservedon November 1kach yearno matter what day of the week|
it falls on.Since there are ovelrl8 million veeransliving in the US, itisa holidaythat is commemoratedin some way
by nearlyevery community in the country.dstivals, paradegeremonies, and other events
are typically scheduled teecognie and honofocal vetrars.

The difference betweeWeterans Dagnd Memorial Dayis thatMemorial Dayis observed
near the end of May each yearspecifically tacemember service members who gave tr

ultimate sacrifice of their livewhile serving their country YETERANS DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

Veterans Dayvas aiginally calledArmistice DayIn 1954 President Dwight Eisenhowe
officially changedthe nameto Veterans DayBecause World War | was a mwdtuntry
effort, other countries involved in tt war alsohonor their veterans this time of year. France, Australia, Canada,
Great Britain pay respects to their weanson or nearNovember 11 The U.K. and Canada call the B&membrance
Day.

Each year on November Jdt exactly 11 a.m., Arlington National Cemetery in Virginiaductsa Veterans Dagvent.
It starts with a wreatHaying at theTomb of the Unknown Soldj@ndthe publicisinvited to attend.

Final noteVeterans Days spelledvithout anapostrophe, according to thBepartment of Defense
XadzoYAUGGSR 0@&,DCA
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston (continued

Wreaths Across AmericaSaturday- 17 Dec 2022 Houston, Texas

Camp SVC John Vander Meulen, JVC Daniel Pourreau, and Brothers Michael Rappe and Michael basee)R€xC
near the Hemicycle at Houston National Cemetery to participate inheaths Across Amerievent. While posing
for photos with visitors before the start, the unit met a troop of local Boy Scouts. The Scouts enthusiastically ag
join themen for the laying of wreaths and giving honors to veterans buried in the cemetery.

e A

Brothers ofLt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Campgeam up with a local Boy Scout Troop

The ceremony program included a vintage aircraft flyover, bagpipers, the presentimgaths by veterans of previoug
wars, a rifle salute and echdlapsby a pair of buglers. After the speeches were over, volunteers laid 48,510 wre
at the graves of veteraria the vast cemeteryThelL.ea Cammen and the Scout troop marched togetherttee boxes
of wreaths near the graves. The Scouts collected about two dozen wreaths and then formed up with the men
to give honorsat the graves of veterans

e

ke A A I RS Ras sat s 1 R R T s i s o

RL:SVC Daniel Pourreau, Michael Lance, PCC, Scout, SVRaluder Meulen, Scout,
Michael Rappe, and Jason Hoffman

X 02y dAydzsSR
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston (continued

¢tKS @SGSNIya 3INI@Sa 6SNB FRRNBaaSR 2yS i I GAYSH
service branch, a Scout stepped forward to lay a wreath, then stepped back into formation. All members of th
then saluted, with rifle oby hand, in a moment of silent reflection. The unit then turned to march to the next gn
and repeat the honors, and so on.

Lea Camp BrothersR¢ Jason Hoffman, Michael Rappe, John Vander Meulen, and Michael Lance

Left: Within a relatively short
time span tens of thousands
of wreaths decorated
GSGSNI yQa 3INI ¢
of the vast cemetery.

After laying numerous wreaths,
the Lea Camformation marched
to a distant section of the
cemetery to decorate and honor
the graves of two relatives of the
Scout leader. She videecorded
the salute ceremony to showo
other family members.

The veterans were respectfully
rememberedand honored dring
this special event

X submitted by Michael Lanc&CPCC
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Battle of Galveston Commemoration Ceremon$aturday, 7 Jan 2023Galveston, Texas

The2023annualBattle of Galveston Commemorati@meremonywasa great successnce againHosted by thelt.
Cmdr. Edward Lea Carip, the event attracted volunteer participants from across the state. They included: Brot
Paul Kendal, Mark Parkison, and Matthew Parkison fronGGiie. James Byrne Camglof Ft. Worth; John Schneide
and his wife Jil| from the Col. EImer EEllsworth Camg18 of DallasrepresentingMOLLUSNd DOLLUSSIistersVali

Reyes and Jana Marsh of tBarah Emma Seelye Auxilidhy. 1, SUVCWSusan Barrgnd six other Sisters dfi¢ Sarah

Emma EdmondSent#4,DUVCW [/ KI LI | Ay wA OK I HiRnory Nddge Masen€rbdr.DoggdvicBes
and another membeof the John Bell HooBCVCW Can#b0 of GalvestonMaj. Mark Knight with several Galvesto

Ball High SchodROTC Cadetandseveral members afo. A, 1I8wS 3 Qil ! o{ & LY. FI yiNB«k ¢ §|f

An impressive 1inan &

Honor Guardprovided the %%
musket salute !

Front row ER: Howard Rose,
Private, JaredGarcia Rion
Braddock, Zane Hooper [

Back row {R:Chris Strzelecki ;8
Michael Rappe, Jasor: .
Hoffman, Daniel Pourreau,
Kerry  Manning, Ben'™
Bonnett

A
Serving as Officer of the Day ~ " ... =92 2

Brother John Schneider lec

the opening procession at the
head of the Color Guard.

The long procession marched a

drum cadence Each member then
advanced to their individual
ceremony positions around the
Union monument.

Left: Rear portion of the opening
procession approaching the
Union Monument

Once everyone was in position
Camp Commandezlect John
Vander Meulen acting as event
Master of Ceremonies, opened thg
program.

X O2yiAydSR
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston (continued

Following the Divine Blessing, offered by Camp Chaplain, Stephen Du
the Colors were posted by the Ball High Color Guard unit. Pleéége of
Allegiancewasthen led by Camp Patriotic Instructor, Steve Brock, follow:
by a rendering oHail ColumbiaBrother Vander Meulen then gave greeting
and welcomed the participants and guests.

Left: Camp Commandeelect John Vander Meulen offering opening
remarks and greetings

After Brother John Schneider, representidOLLUS offered greetings,
Department Cmdr. Michael Lance moved to the podium to presen
historical sketch of thany co o6l GGt S GKFG G221
Wharf.

A solemnRoll Calbf the battle casualties was then read bgpt. Chaplain
Stephen Sahize, with the bell sounded by DC Lance after each name
called. Bouquets of flowers were then placed on the monumenSisger
Jana Marsh (Secretar8UVCW Auxiliarnand Sister Susan Barry (Presidef
DUVCW TeMtfollowed by a Moment oSilence for the fallen Union men.

Rightt:  Dept.  Chaplain £

Schulze at the podium :
calling out the names of&:
the Union battle §
casualties and Dept. \Znl
Cmdr. Lance tolling the{Zhs
bell after each name was\ ]

read /

Sister Susan Barry then rea;
the poem,When the Boys in‘
Blue are Gone which =55
concluded the first half of the{ﬂ
program. &

The Colors were retrieved b
the Color Guard andall
participants formed up once
again in procession As a
drum cadence began the
group marched by file severa R e Soltse ;
rows overtothegrave¥ G KS /I YLIQA yIFYS&al 1S [G® / YRNIP 9RgI NR

Once everyondnad assembled in position around the Lea grave, the Colors wepmpsted The second half of the
programbegan with an interesting historical sketch by ChapRichardGray of theHarmony Lodge Mason3he

Accoutrementsof the Soldier were then placed at the headstone by Officer of the Day, John Schneider, mme th
postedBrotherLee Wallacas he Gravebedde it.

X O2yiAydSR
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston (continued
NH y oNBFGIK Fd GKS KSI
A

Then followed the somber placiy¥ 'y S@SN
O2YNI RSa 2F (G(KS 41 NDZ g K
waeyvYozt 2F LHNRAGEQZ 2ft206S 08
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Right:Brother Lee Wallace posteds Guarchext to the decorated
headstone ofLt. Cmdr. Edward Le®CMichael Lancet the
podium prepares to place a small U.S. Flag beside the headst

John Vander Meulen:
then offered closing'
remarks, folbwed by
the retiring of the
Colors The closing
Benediction was |
given by Chaplain:
Stephen Duncan.

LeftL-R:Michael LanceJana MarshVali Reyesand John
Vander Meulenposefor a photo after the ceremony

Below: SUVCWBrothers and DUVCWSistersgather for a group photo.Brothers R.: Michael Lance, John

Schneider, Steve Brock, Stephen Duncan, Vince Trovato, John Vander Meulen, Lee Wallace, and
Riley

A

X report submitted by Mlchael Lance, DC/P(
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 - Houston (continued

Muster and Drill- Saturday,25 Feb2023- Humble, Texas

Brothers Daniel Pourreau, Michael Rappe, and Jason Hoféhéme Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Carjgined up with
members ofCo. A13" RegimentU.S Infantryreenactorsat Jesse Jones Park in Humble, Texas on Saturday, Feb
25. They gathered for instruction angracticein maneuvers and weapons handling and stacking. ke drilled
primarily according to procedures describedirig. Gen. Silas Casey's Infantry Tactics Manual.

Gen. Casegriginallydesignedhe drillsto facilitate
efficient and safe movement ddrge formations of
soldiersinto firing positiors, and then maneuver
the unit quickly and safely tanother position, as
needed on a field of battle.

Left: Instruction on Stacking Arms

In ‘addition to being important for efficient
battlefield maneuvering andactics, some of lie
skillspracticed by the men aralsorelevant today
-+~ for Honor Guards ateremonies parades and
-~ . other events Learningand using the proper drill
W proceduresis yet another waywe strive to honor
our ancestorsfor their service to preserving the
Union.

Combined unis¢ Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2dCo. A, 183wS 3 Qi | ©o{ ® Ly T

X &adzoYAGGSR o0& { elt Chdr. Fdward Lea Camp #
Photos by John Vander Meulen, (
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h Bailey Camp #5§ - Shrevepor

Thursday 14 Dec2022¢ Shreveport Louisiana

At the December 14, 2022 Carbpsinessneeting, Jr. Member Brother T. J. Henigan was sworn inFal lslember
of the Orderby Department Cmdr. Michael Lance. tdek the Oath ofObligationwhich wasadministeredby acting
Chaplain, John C. Vander Meulen.

Left: Brother John VanderMeulen
administers the Oath of Obligation

The 2023 Camp Officers the Bailey Can
were also installed by the Departmen
Commander. They included:

CampCmdr. John Prime,

SVC Michael Heller

JVC Tony Vets Il

{ SONWK ¢NBIad 2Af
Council #1 Tony Vets Sr.

Council #2 Homer Ted Cox
Council #3 William Nichols

=4 =8 =8 8 -8 A -9

Brotherz A f t A IEWiott,YSeckefary/Qreasurer of the Baile
Camp presented aSUVCWEagle Scout Award tecollege
student, Travis Bistein late December. :

Right Brother Bill Elliottwith Eagle Scout Travis Biste

X adzoYAOGGSR o0& . Aff 9ftftA20Gx { SONBGIFINEBK¢NBLI

12

Dept. of Texas and Louisiana , SUVCW Feb 2023 * Volume 26, No. 1

Al

dzN



Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp #18 - Dallas

Wreaths Across AmericaSaturday,17 Dec2022- McKinney Texas

Three members o€ol. EImer EllsworthCamp 1&articipated in théNreaths Across Amerieativities at Pecan Grove
Cemetery in McKinney, Texas on December 17, ZUEEeventwassponsored by thelohn Abston Chapterf the
National Society Daughters of the American A

Revolution.DJVCRick W. Erder, DS/TDorald L.
Gates, PDCand JohnE. Schneider Sr., PDC“’
attended the event representing th®ons of Union
Veterans of the Civil Waand MOLLUS 3

Right Donald Gates, PDC, lays a wrea

The laying ofvreaths at Pecan Grove Cemetery
special toCamp 18 because it is believed tha
some if not all, of the thirteen Union Army and
Navy veterans buried there were members@AR
Post 180of McKinney. Camp 18ad chosen its
numeric designation to honor them.

Pecan Cemeterig also significarib the Ellsworth
Campbecause one ofts members Brother Bill
Fleming,is buried there. TheCamplaid Brother
Fleming to rest with a graveside ceremony in 20
On thisWreaths Across Ameriay, he Brothershonored Brother Fleming and three other veterans.

Thewreath layingprogram began witha gathering of all volunteers for a brief memorial serviédterwards,the
volunteers each colleetla wreathto lay att RS a A 3y | i SR TO®iotand r¢nteibesadidetBranda
wreathwasplaced on his gravand the volunteeispokehis name aloud as a final tribute to his service.

Left: John Schneider Sr., PD&E the
decorated grave of Captain W. L.
Boyd a Union Veteran

For many yearsEllsworth Camp 18as
placed a flag and flowerast the grave of
the late Brother Fleming on Memorial
Day as well as onthe graves of the
thirteen Union veteransburied in the
cemetery The Camwill nowdo the same
each yeapbnWreaths Across Americiay.

BOYVIL
4331906

The non-profit Wreaths Across America
organization wasestablished in 20071t
currently  distributes  wreaths  for
placement orthe graves of L& Veterars
in over 3,400 cemeteries across th
nation. Wreaths Across Americday is
usuallycelebrated on the second or third
Saturday of December.

X continued on next page
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Col. Elmer E, Ellsworth Camp #18 - Dallas (continued

Pecan Grove Cemetery
McKinney, Texas

Leftto Right
Jill Schneider
John Schneider Sr., PDC
Donald Gates, PDC
Richard Erder, DJVC
Lee Ann Erder, NSDAR

In additionto the activities at Pecan Grovg
Cemetery,Col. Elmer EEllsworthCamp 18
was also represented at the San Anton
National Cemetery for aNreaths Across
Americaevent on December 17 Brother

Blair Rudy, PDC, attended amdbhced a

wreath to honor and remember a U.S
Veteran.

¥ SR

Left: Brother Blair Rudy, PD@lacesa wreath

Fa | @8SuS
The Wreaths Across Amerioavent in San Antonio was sponsored b t
Alamo Chapteof the National Society Daughters of the American Revoluti .

Eagle Scout AwardSaturday, 25 Feb 2023lano, Texas

On February 25, 2028rother John Schneid&r.presenteda
SUVCWEagle Scout Award Certificate to Vincent Mecca
Troop 380f Plano, Texas.

Left: Brother John Schneider Saind
Eagle Scout Vincent Mecca

X | “adiidh Kebors and photos submitted by Brothers
John Schneider, Blair Rudy, and Donald G3
Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp Dallas
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Feb2022¢ From the Office oftie National Patriotic Instructor

Brothers,

Most of my instructions for the past year have been on ways in which we can help in our comthusityrtifying the
foundation of patriotism. However, the month of February is too important toarder tonot pay it special attention.
We have all grown up with Presidents Day celebrating the livalt Bfesidents of the United States and the leadersl}
that they have provided our great country.

However, there is one President that many of us believe staimbve the rest, the man that led thasuntry through
GKS /AGAf 21 NE GKIFGQa NARIKGEZ GKS 2maéihathikoBthoayy 12 Eebrudry,
is a special day for us, known dsion Defenders DayVith all theholidaysthat we pay tribute to, one might ask
themselves why this day is so important. Simply put, fbignsure that not only do we pay homage to those th
served to defend the country during the wéyt to also give thanks and praise to Lincoln himself.

This day was first celebrated 1866 by President Johnson and his cabinet, as it was his first birthday déath. In
1889 then Commander in Chief George B. Abbott ofS8bas of Union VeteramssuedGeneral Order 17 requesting
Camps and Departmesitelebrate and honor Lincoln on what he proposedS OF f t SR a{ 2y a 2
went to the Committee on Officers Reports that year aatlirned with recommending that we add this day to ol
calendar but call iUnion Defenders DayVe continuethis tradition today as many Camps and Department have
Lincoln Luncheon or a differefdrm of Defenders Dagelebration.

This day is a great day for us, tBens of Union Veterans of the Civil Warcelebrate Lincoln. We nedd also take
this opporunity to extend our celebrations out to other organizations and remind theth@teeds that occurred in
this time. Most look towards his actions in freeing the slaves, as they shdalgdever, we cannot let them forget
about what he did to preserve therlibn. The actions he tootturing the Civil War that do not get as much press
publicity. How he made the tough decisiamscessary to lead the country through this trying time.

My challenge for you all this month is something that will be an easy waysfall to honor ouancestors and those
brave souls that fought for the Union. This is to send a card or letter to ouiMaxgt Real Son, Br. William Pool of th
Department of Missouri. He is currently in a nursing ho8wwing the last Real Son thae have not forgotten him
shows his father and all his comrades in #ierlife that we have not forgotten about them either. Please send to:

Br. William Pool

C/O Parkview Healthcare Facility
119 W. Forest St.

Bolivar, MO 65613

Please let ushower Br. Pool with love and let him know he is not
forgotten!

Brother Berjamin Frail, PDC
National Patriotic InstructorSUVCW

X submitted by Dept. Patriotic Instructor, Brother Bill Elliogs 3
Brig. General JosefBuiley Camp 5, Shreveporf e

ORAGZ2 NBRodherd/ RUISNIY t22f Qa Tl 0KSNIM
served with Co. D8Nest Virginia Infantry. Williaris now 97ears old
andis a member of the SUVCW .Qohn Bryner #67 of Peoria, lllindBn
GKS NAIKG A& | LK2G2 2F YwSI ¢
51 dZZKGiSNRsE Cft2NByOS t22ft o
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What started it all four years ago, was the realization that my moltlagra rich American lineagktincluded CiviwWar,
War of 1812, and Revolutionary War veterans and patribiesr lineage also included thpélgrim Robert Jones, whg
was one of the nine pilgrims murdered by the Wampanoag Indians in-I¥mcident that sparke#ling Phillig2 war.

Wha started innocently enough with a trial subscription to Ancestry.com quickly progressed to entire week
NBaSINOKAY3a Y& Y2U0KSNRa fAySF3ISo |1 @Ay3a 6SSy NI A:
but nothing about Washington or ldaln. But in less time than it took to discover that my wife and | are distant relat
(7" cousins twice removed), | was hooked genealogy and American histbry

OnNovember9, 2018, | washonored to beinducted into theNational Society of the Sons of the American Revoluti
My acceptance was based on the service of5fiyand 8" great grandfatherswho were both patriotsduring the
Revolutionary War.

Samuel Carte$r.of Warren Conneticut fought alongside the British in the French and Indi
war, then servediuringthe revolution as Lieutenant of thiinth Company, 18 Connecticut
RegimentAlarm List.

Left: CT Provincial SoldieFrench and Indian Walby Don Troiani

His oldest son, Samu€larter Jr. enlisted in April 177¥ Gaptain Albert Chapman@mpany
in HermannSwift's 7" Connecticutine Regimentc just 12 days after his
17" birthday. His unit was ordered to joilWashington's army in
Pennsylvania in the fallTheyfought the Britishat Germantown on
October 4" to try to recapture Philadelphia from Sir WillianktoweR
troops. The effort failed, and Samudl. wintered at Valley Forge until January 1778, befc
returning toWarren.

Right: CT Continental Line Soldier with French Charlewlasket(by Don Troiani ‘
Both Samuels farmed and raised their families on toda@yining Point Farm on Cornwall Rd. in Qﬁw
Warren Connecticuuntil their deaths Their oldfarmhousestill stands tothis day and can be :

rented out.

25 |

Gratiot County, in central Michigan, is where my second ggeandfather Aaron Rupléorter, settled with his parents
and surviving siblings in 1854n August 1864, Aaron and his older brother Chauncelyo lived in lord, Michigan

joined the 15 Michigan Engineers, Co. E, in Grand Rapids. After a brief traitnimgthey rejoined the 15 Michigan

Engineersn still smolderingAtlantain late SeptemberThere, theywere attachedto JeffersonC.5 | @ XI¥'@arps
for{f KSNX¥I yQa AyTFlY2dza daal NOK (G2 GKS {SlI¢o

On this march! I NXRrgfitdént was required to keep pace with the infantry, traveling over ten miles avdzile
tearing up railroad track twisting rails, burning bridges, repairing and making rahdsugh marshes, and building
bridges.It rained for most of the 25nile trek to Savannah GeorgiatweenNovember 16and December .

After the fall of Savannabn December 24, the regiment started on the long march through th=
Carolinas foiGoldsboro, N.Qihile it showed some restraint on théMarch to the Seathrough

DS2NBAI Y {KSNXYIyQa I N¥yeée &aK2¢gSR y2yS | Zhati
started the conflict.Lt. Alex Campbell fror€o.Gwroted 2 S K| @S t S asiifty miledin
& A R (TRetragimentwas LINB a Sy d G . SyySaidQa 1 2dzasS 2
DSY SNI f W2 Kaidairigey i@ &ashingtyidon the 20f Mayto take part in the Grand
Review All told, the Porter brothers travelledase to 2,700 miles by foot and rail during their ye
with the Michigan Engineerdbefore returning home to their families and farms

X &dzo YA (UGS RB.Paurreautlt. Cradr. Fdwéard Lea Camiduston
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ionists (continued frompage)3

The Confederate pursuers had begun their chase three days aftfetiiegGermans left Turtle Creek. But since the
traveled purposefully, they caught up with the Unionists just as they were settling down in their evening can
McRae was intent on capturing theand of Union sympathizetsy surprise. About 11 p.m., his troepegan moving
slowly and silently toward the camp in single file. He ordered his men to creep up close to the camp in the da
and then attack at first light.

At 3 a.m., gunfire suddenly shattered the calm of the night. Two of the four camp guardsilled after accidently
SyO2dzy i SNAY 3 GKS | LILINRPIFOKAY3 /2yFSRSNIXrGSad 2AffAl
instantly the camp was abuziike a swarm of bees. Men ran hither and thither in great confusion; no one knew v
G2 R2 d¢

During that night, either before or just after the first shots were fired, about 28 members of the German grouj
slipped out of camp and headed for home. So only about 40 Unionists rechimircamp to defend against the 94
attacking Confederate§.he Germans faght in close formation from the ceet of their camp, while the Confederates
were spread out and snipirfgpom all sides, many using tlwverof the cedar brakeBy every account, thenionists
put up a good fightcausinghe Confederateto losemore men than anticipated. However, the larger force wou
soon prevailNineteen Unionists were killed or badly wounded in the melee. The Confederates suffered two killg)
eighteen woundd, including Lt. McRae.

wS3AFNRAY3I (GKS 62dzyRSRY da¢KSe KIR F2dAKG F 3I22R ¥
taken any part against them. We bound up their wounds, gave them water, and laid them as comfortably in the
ad S O2dzZ Rz¢ gNRGS /FLIWEFAY 2AffAFYaod

Before the surrender was made by the wounded Germams,ablebodied Unionistsstill left in campmanaged to
escape during the confusion of battldbut only temporarily.A determined manhunt began immediateljter the
surrender. Captain Williams joined in theearchfor the escapees. When he returned to the camp later that afterno
to check on the wounded captives, he found the camp deserted. He was informed that the prisoners had been
ashortdistanceaway?t I LJ I OS (GKIFG I FF2NRSR o60SGGSN) aKlI RSo |
at first they were burying some of the dead with the honors of war, but it did not sound like that either. Then, thi
it might be an attack on us, | sezeny rifle and ran in the direction of the firing. | met a man coming from it, w
GgKSY KS al g YS NUzyyAy3adz aAFARY WLGQa Fftf R2YyST @&2d
FAYAAKSR (KSY 2FFTHQOFLYidzNRYNER 6 5K $12 208K D3 6S NIK SRY KO
WiKSe NS Fftf RSFRXI adaNB Sy2dAK:E FyR F 3I22R 2206
Over the next few weeks, nine of the escaped German Unionists were captured and summarily executed in
locations, and eight more were killed in a skirmish with Confederate troops at the Rio Grande. A few surviv
manage to straggle home to giae account of the massacre. The cruelty of the event shocked the people of the
Hill Country. Two thousand frightened Union sympathizers took to the hills to avoid a possible encount®uiffith
Partisan RangersTwentyfive years later, survivokJO2 6 Y dzZSOKf SNJ g NRGSY a{ 22y |
stood pale and shuddering at the sight of the fate which had befallen the poor wounded, who could not leave
with the rest of us, having evepne been murdered and mutilated by a crug2l$ @ ¢

Suvivor Henry Joseph Schwethelm also made it back home to Condeentually. After leaving the gunfight at the
camp, he made his way to, and crossed, the Rio Grande and then got to Monterrey, Mexico. He then caught &
Veracruz and sailedotNew Orleans and enlisted in the Union army! On the third anniversary of the batt
Schwethelm led a group from Comfort back to the site to retrieve the bones of his comrades. The bones wel
placed in a mass grave in Comfort. A limestone monuntkaf]reue der Union Monume(itoyalty to the UnionYhe
oldest Civil War monument in Texags erected above it. The bodies of those who drowned in the Rio Grande
never recovered.

X 02y iAydzsSR
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onists (continued

On August 20, 1865, a funeral was held
for the victims of the massacre. Three
hundred people attendedrederal troops
fired a salute over the mass ge
Edward Degener, father of victims Hugo
and Hilmar Degener, delivered the
eulogy.

Right Treue der Union Monument

The Treue der Union Monumentvas

dedicated August 10, 1866. The names of

all the Union sympathizers who were

killed beside the Nueces, later shot or

hanged as prisoners, or killed at or

drowned in the Rio Grande, were

inscribed orfour name tablets athe top

of the monument. The obksk stands

twenty feet high and was constructed of

native limestone. It was the first

monument authorized to displaf 36star U.S. Flagt halfmast in perpetuity.The Monument was listed on the U.S
National Register of Historic Places in 1978. A tiapsale rests within the structure.

Asign erected tcommemorae the August 20, 1865 funeral standext to the flag polelt reads:

GThe procession of three hundred people, headed by the fathers of four of the victims, old men of sisgvanty
years, preceded the funeral car drawn by four white horses. Under the Union banner lay the remains. A detag
of Federal troops accompanied the cortege. At the grave, E. Degener,

father of two victims, pronounced an oration which brought teafgoef

to the eyes of the mourners. He concluded th#he sacrifice that we, the

fathers of the slaughtered, made to our country and to liberty, is great and

dolorous. We shall, however, console ourselves; we shall be proud of having

offered our sons tthe Union, if the glorious victory of its arms bear all the

fruits that the nation and the whole of humanity justly expect to tEhpe

Federal troops fired a salute over the grave. The little remote site where

they rest must be to the nation as sacresithose places where thousands

are deposited. Small in number, far away from the patriotic heart and the

strong arm of the loyal North, surrounded by fierce enemies of the Union,

those brave and devoted Germans offered their liges.

Right: Texas State Historical Marker at tHdonument

The Texas Hill Country town of Comfort survived the Civil War to become a

YSOOI F2NJ aKSIFfidK &ASSTSNEE adzFFSNAYy3I FTNRY (dzo SND¢
sleepy tourist destination. Today, Comfort features an impiresseries of

antique stores, several historic limestone buildings, ardmples ofold

GermanFachwerk cabinsThe Treue der Union Monumenta solemn

reminder2 ¥ G KS (2¢y Qa dzy T 2-Niaashe ioSofa/ A GAE 2 | NJ KA & (2 NE

hill in the center of town.

X adzYAGGSR 0 ePcali Oidr. Bdward Lea Gamp/4
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