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u January 20, 2024Gen. James J. Byrne Canugf Eort Worth, Texas
A Commander I TAFTF2NR CoP W. dzi OKQ 5 dzNKI VY
A Sr. ViceCommander Michael E. Belcher
A Jr. ViceCommander vacant
A Secretary Ky W. White
A Treasurer David B. Appleton
4 January 6, 2024Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea, USN, Carop l2ouston, Texas
A Commander John C. Vander Meulen
A Sr. ViceCommander Daniel B. Pourreau
A Jr. VicecCommander Vincent T. Trovato
A SecretaryTreasurer Stephen D. Schulze

i December 13, 2023Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey Canmgd Shreveport, Louisiana

A Commander Michael A. Heller

A Sr. VicecCommander John A. Prime

A Jr. VicecCommander Ralph L. Diamond

A SecretaryTreasurer 2ATEALY ad W ATEQ 9tftA20G40
u February 6, 2023 Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Campof®allas, Texas

A Commander MichaelK. Schneider

A Sr. ViceCommander David M. Rediger

A Jr. VicecCommander Kevin J. Ennis

A Secretary/Treasurer Donald L. Gates

Tuesday 27 Feb2024 ¢ Update - 144" National Encampmenin 2025
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Saturday,20Jan2024 ¢ Belton, Texas

Threenew Cammfficers were installeih the private event roonat The Gin at Nolan CreakBelton Texa®n January
20, 2024.DepartmentCommandemMichael Lance and Department Signals Officer John Vander Meulen travels
Belton from the Houston area to perform the installation ceremony.

I fTATF2NR Co Y. dzi OKQ 5 dzNK I Y Geh.BamesR.cBfrite CAnyoal bflFort W kh. Afted
receiving the gavel, the emblem of authority, from DC Lanchl2 (i K S NJ 5 dzNX | afa@hedthe hatige Df
office to his jacket Brother Michael E. Belcher was installed as Sr-@aamander of the Camp, and Brother Ky V
White was installed as the new Camp Secretlinyas obvious thathte new officers of th&ryne Camjre motivated
and energized to lead th€amp to a bright future!
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2, - H
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Saturday,6 Jan2024 ¢ Galveston,Texas

Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Campdhducted its annuaBattle of Galveston Commemoratioaremonyon January 6, 2024
at the historic Trinity Episcopal Cemetery in Galvestbwas the 3@ consecutive ceremongerformedto remember
and honor the Union casualties of the January 1, 1B&8le of Galvestomvhichoccurred just a few blocks from the
old cemeteryThe federal losses on that fateful dacludedWilliam B. Renshaw, Commander of the Union blockad
fleet, Jonathan M. Wainwright, Commanderd§S Harriet Lanand Lt. Commander Edward Lea, Executive Office
the USS Harriet Latey Ry I YS &l | Sea2ChmpIN.®4 (2 Y Q&

Membersfrom Gen. James J. Byr@ampNo. 1of Fort Worth andCol. EImer Ellsworth Camp No.df®allas traveled
to Galveston to participate in the elaborapeogram Several other organizations alattended tosupport the effort,
including Sarah Emma Seelye Auxilidly. 1, SUVCWSarah Emma Edmonds Detached Tent NDadghters of Union
Veterans of the Civil WaMlilitary Order of the Loyal Legion of the U.S. (MOLL®)es of the Loyal Legion of the U.
(DOLLUSCo. A, 18wS 3 Qi ! ©of @ L y andhaimudy kotlde No. Masomsbf Bah@ston

In addition,severalConfederateColor Guardinits attended the event to offer supporincludingSul Ross Camp #145
of College StatioandJohn Bell Hood Camp #6D
Galvestonrepresentingthe Sons of Confederates,v
Veterans of the Civil WaandLone Star Chapter #%
of Houstonand Col Briscoe Baldwin Chapter #31@;'
of Bryanrepresenting theMilitary Order of the % St

B

Stars and Bars

Lea CampCommander John C. Vander Meule;
presided over the program which unfolded initial
at the site of the Union monument (photo of top 3
surfaceat right) locatednear the south wall of the

£l e

cemetery and then moved to the nearbyravesiteof Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea to conclude the program.

|}

Camp Commandejohn C. Vander Meulen de Podlum Color Guard aRest
Color Guard-R John E. Schneider, Sr. (Capbonald L. Gates, Micha&l. Schneider, Lee R. Wallag®t visible)

X 02yaydzsSR 32
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*d Lea Camp #2 = Houston (continued)
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With Arms Presented and Salutes, the Casualty Rdllaéed with Tolls of the Bell.

The Roll of Unio€asualtiesvas called by Stephen D. SchulRE€C/PDC. After each name was catleel ceremonial
bell was sounded by Michael L. Lance, PC({b&&ling) Flower bouquets were then placed on the Union Monume
by members of th&arah Emma Seelye Auxiliary, SUVEMAh Emma Edmonds Detached Tent, DUNABWDOLLUS

! KENS TIDEMANN
| PAUﬂy E.l\:;lv' — FEB. 11,1969

A X WIFE OF
s SRR D DEMANN

AComblnedMusket Salute byFederal and Confederate Honor Guards
GCommanded by Brook J. Thomas, PCC
(on right with paper in hand)
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Lt., Cindr. Edwar
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Saturday,17 Fel2024 ¢ Houston Texas
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LiCindy EdwardL

Lamp i

X Belldonation and photos by Daniel B. Pourreau, S
Edward Lea Camp 2 Housto
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Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 — Houston (continued)

Februaryg Houston, Texas
Atthe Lt. Edward Lea Caniyp. 2meetingin February SVC Dan Pourreau introduced a project to fund and commis
a Texas historical marker to honor the livefdJnion veterans buried ithe Grand Army of the RepubliGAR lot at
Washington Cemetery in Houston. Thearker project is the brainchild of Brother Herb Powers, a membeLed
/ Y |IR¢er@mbrance Committeevho introducedhe ideaat a January Camp leadership meeting hosted by Brot
Robert Clements and his wife Dawn.

donation of$500 fromi{i K S/ resérk@iuids to the project. Thoeoject fund has -

since swelled to $1,650 thanks to individual donations ffoorteen Camp members

- ranging from $25 to $100. If every other Camp member reading this newsletter
donates $20 to the effort, wavill reach our fundraising goal of $3,000 by tHdarch
camp meeting'Huzzahgo all Brothers and Sisters who have already donated! T
donate, simply go tthe Lea Campvebsite athttps://www.camplea.org/and click on

the orangeW &dnateCbutton. $1.000
Right: Fundraising Goal Targétracker

The GARMarker Projecimmediately received a $250 gift fro®arah Emma Seelye

Ladies Auxiliarilo. 1. In addition, theLeaCampunanimouslywoted to approve the s

52,500

2000
—$1,650 (55%)

P,

TheGARot at Washington Cemeterig the final resting place fdaen Union veterans

of the Civil War. They hailed from fodifferent states and four countries, yet were
united by a common cause in a bloody conflict that changed our Nation for the better.
While dl ten are worthy of remembrancas Unionveteransand members of the
Grand Army of the Repuhliene stands out fohaving aunique role in the conflict
and the GAR

Her name was Sarah Emma Edmordisguised as a man,eskenlisted with the2"™
Michigan Infantryunder the pseudonym of Franklin Thomps&hewas one of about
150 women who enlisted with the Union Army as men during the Civil War. She st
as a nurse, mail carrier, and spy and was preserthatbattles of First Bull Run
(Manassas)-redericksburgandAntietam.

After the war, Sarah married her childhood frierdnus
Seelyeand laterappliedfor and received a $1per month
pensionfor her military serviceln 1897, shevas the first
woman to be initiatechs a member ahe GARor her service
as asoldier during the Civil WarSarah died in LaPorte, Texs
the following year.

Left: GARmembership badge Sarah Emma Edmonds/Seelys

ThelLt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Cantipe Sarah Emma Seelye Auxilisapd Sarah Emma Edmond;
Detached Tent No. 4, DUVChgyeconduced memorial ceremonies at th&ARot on many
occasionsincluding Memorial Day. In November 2023, a work detail fromGampand the
Auxiliarycleaned the headstonesnd deposited small U.S. flags.

Although Seelye is mentiondwtiefly on a historicalmarkerlocatedelsewhere on the cemetery groundbse GARplot
itself has no meker identifying its significancel'he currentHistorical Marker Projeatf the Lea Campis intended to
provide cemetery visitors with an overview and background of @&#Rin general its presence in Houston, ang
specifically theGARot in the historic cemetery to honorand remembetthe Union veteras buried within.

X O2yiAydSR
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In May 1901 George BMcLellanGARPost 9of Houstonreinterred Armynurse Sarah Emma Edmonds Seelye, a
Frank Thompson, with full military honors in tB&HRot within the German Cemeteryenamed Washington Cemeten
in 1918)in Houston.Sarah andhe nine other Union Veterans who rest there todaglude

Rank Name Born State Died Military Unit

Pvt.  Abram OgdeiBennet 1843 Ml 1913 Co. A, B Ml Heavy Artillery
Pvt.  William Eastland 1837 NY 1911 Stokes IndefLightArtil. Battery(ChicagoIl)
Nurse Sarah Emma Edmonds/Seely#841 Can. 1898 Co. F, 2 Ml Vol.Infantry
Pvt.  Stephen K. Feeks 1837 NY 1901 Co. G, 37IL Infantry

Pvt. Johann Froelich 1842 Prussial897 Co. |, ¥LA Cavalry

Pvt.  George Gage 1831 -- 1896 Co. C, 59IL Infantry

Cpl.  Benjamin Guire 1845 NY - Co. B, 132 NY Infantry
Pvt.  Henri Mostow 1841 NY 1907 Co. H, 124 1L Infantry
1s'Lt. Edwin Paine 1837 VT 1903 Co. H, 7 VT Infantry
Ensign John Reagan 1830 Ireland 1905 U.S. NavyWJSS Fort Jackso

X 4dz6YAJSR 08 51 yYpRSO 9 RORINRRINNSH dZs|

Thursday, 25 Jan 2024Conroe Texas

Lea CampCcommander John Vander Meulen and PCC Michael Lance attendédhtdeage Society Faield at the
Montgomery County Memorial Libraity Conrog Texas. The pairepresenting theSons of Union Veterans of the Ci
War, shared a recruiting and information table with members of 8&rah Emma Edmonds Detached Tent No
DUVCWThe Faiwas a gathering adeveralhereditary and lineage societi@adwas free and open to the public

X 8do0YAGSR 0@ ahOKI®® /[YOR NI yoids N /
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Gen. Joseph Bailey Camp #5s- Shreveport

Tuesday, 20 Feb 2024Marshall, Texas

At the Feb. 20 meeting of thew. W. Heartsill SCV Camp #3thé guest speakers were Hart and Owen Hud€goth
young men arenembers along with theirfather JoeyHudson of the HeartsillISC\Camp Theirpresentationwas about
the projectsthey undertookto earntheir EagleScoutAwards.

During the meeting,He two young menwere presentedvith SUVCWEagle ScouCertificatedy Robb McMahan and
Bill Elliott both members ofBrig. Gen. Joseph Bailey SUVCW Campf S5hreveport, quisiana They werealso
presented with National SCV Eagle Scodthievement Certificateand the Texas Division SQ¥fferson Davis
Leadership Award

Theseprestigiousawards will be presented agaito the two outstanding Scoutat their formal Court of Honor
scheduled for Sundayarch 1Q 2024 in Marshall. The young men opted to have ti8@Vand SUVCWawards
presentedat the February meeting. They also requested that the members db@¥and SUVCVWamps attend their
formal affair in March

Robb McMahan is the"2Lt. Commander of thédeartsill Camand a new membeof the SUVCWas of Janary 2024.
Bill Elliott is Commander of tHéeartsill Campand the $cretary/Treasureof Brig. GenJoseph Bailey SUVCW Camp
of Shreveport.

Left top: Eagle ScoutHart Hudson with Brother Robb
McMahan,Bailey Camp 5, SUVCavid Heartsill Camp 314,
SCVCW

Left bottom:Eagle Scout Owen Hudson with Robb McMaha

Bottom Right tR:Joey Hudson, Owen Hudson, Hart Hudso

X continued on next page
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After obtainingpermission from the State of Louisiana Parks sydtemstall a memorial markeiShreveporibased
Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey Campf3he Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil Vdancured a memorial plaque for
placement at theMansfield State Historic SitearMansfield, Louisiandhe plague hon@the numerousUnion Army
units that foughton April 89, 1864 at Mansfield and Pleasant Hillbbuisiana- the site of one of the last major
Confederate victaesin the CiviWar.

The markelists the names of the various fedenatits under the Command of Mafsen Nathaniel Bankghat took
LI NI Ay (K S Battle 6f PleagakbillIrheie twd €vants, often referred to by historians as tBattle of
Sabine Crossroagdsarked the turning point of the failed UniéXaed River Campaigran attempt tocapturethe city
of Shreveport and cut Texas off from the Confederacy.

Numerous memorialfionoring the Confederate leaders and units that fought theawe been previouslglaced at
the battle site but noneto recognize ohonor the Union unitsJust under 30,0080ldiersparticipated in the battles
9,000 Confederate and 20,008:=deral. Aboutl,000 Confederate and just over 2,200nion soldiers were killed
wounded or missing.

Thegoal ofthe BaileyCamp
is to have the memorial
marker installed by April
2024,in time for the 160

anniversary of the battle.
Union Forces serving under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks

Battles of the Sabine Crossroads
April 8th & 9th, 1864

Delaware: 150 Battery
Indiana: st Bartery, 3nd Battery, 9th Battery, [6th Mounted, Inf. Regr. 46th, 67th, 8%th

Ulinois: 2nd Cavalry, Inf Beat. 41st, 47th, 49h, 58th, 77th, 8151, 95th, 8§7th , Mounted, 117th, 119k, 130th, Chicagoe
Mercantile Battery.

Towens Inf Regt, 3nd, 14k, 240k, 2700, 280 32nd, 35th,
Kentucky: Inf, Rege. 19k,
Lauisiana: 1st Cavalry, 2nd Mounted
Maine: Int. Reat, 13th, 15th, 249th, 30th
Massachusenis: 2nd Battery, 3ed Cavaliy
Minneseta: Sthnf.
Missouri: [st Light Astillery, 61l Cavalry Battery, [nf, Regt, 24th, 33

Mew Hampshire: 2nd Covalry

Mew York: 2nd Cavalry, T4th Cavaley, 18th Cavaley, Infl Regt., 4710, 4%, LI, Eéth, [53ed, 1601 615t 162nd,
L65th, 173rd, | 78th

Ohio: Inf. Rege, 48th, S6th, 83rd, 90th, Ind Battery Light Arillery
Peomsylvania: [nf. Regl., 471h,
Fhede Island: 3rd Cavalry
Wermoni: |st Battery
Wisconsin: Inf. Regt., 3rd, #th, 14th, 23rd, 2%h

US umits: st Artillery, St Light Aatillery, USCT “Coaps " Afvique™ T3, 73th, 34ih, 92nd.

Marker provided by the Big, Gen, Jeseph Bailey SUNCW Cainp # 5, Shoevepon, LA,

X & dzo Y R S R gEvidtt, Brigh Geh. Joseph Bai@gmps, Shreveport
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The markerwill be erected
near the front doors of the
museumat the site It has
the SUVCWolo at the top
and the Bailey Camp
credited at the bottom. The
table-top style marker will

be eay for children and
wheelchairbound visitors
to read.
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Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp #18- Dallas

Monday, 12 Feb 2024 Washington, DC

On February 12, 2024, John E. Schneider and his wife, Jill, attends2Xhkincoln's Birthday Commemoratiahthe
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DBrother Schneider is a member @bl. EImer E. Ellsworth Campof®allas and
apast Commandeof the Department of Texas and Louisiana, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Brother Schneider is also a letime member of theMilitary Order of the Loyal Legion of the United Sti©LLUS).
That organization was the origingbonsorof thistime-honoredtribute to Abraham Lincolrwhichbeganimmediately
after the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial in 192aday, MOLLUSlong withthe SUVCWSons of Veterans Reserv
(S/F9 andthe Auxmaryto the SUVCWare among thenembersof the S @ S yrgafiZing committee

e | ' l‘;’,/riapf‘glf‘ﬁ

%,
24

TheSUVCWvreath was laid by Wreath laid by the Auxiliary
National Senior ViceCommander Kevin Martin.

This solemn ceremony is the onl
event sanctioned inside the Lincol
Memorial by the National Park
Service. The  freeto-the-public
program included music by a United
States  Navy quintet, award
presentations, wreath laying, and
reading of theGettysburg Address

Wreath laid by the Sons of Veterans Reserve

X submitted by John E. Schneider, Sr., RDdl Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18, Dal
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4 Jan2024 ¢ Authoredby BrianD. McManus, PDQ\ational Patriotic Instructor

hy K2y 2NAy3 2dzNJ O2dzy i NBE Qa ¥ Foildy, $had telpiiviiegeltoNiBnorii NIdur lf
World War 1IU.S Armyveterans.Many years agaa friend of mine showed me a shoebox in his basement filled W
World Warll Army memorabilia from hiancle, John F. Wagne®lso included were many items from Hi&her, a
World Warll Marine.

Researching hisncleQ story for hisniece, | learned he had served as a PFC witi 2&# Regiment, 3% (Red Arrow)
Division While serving as a scout, his patrol was seméconnoiter the area near the Mot River in Aitape, New Guing
During their patrolthey encountered a numerically superior Japanese force. PFC John F. Wagner shtheeg$o
of his patrol to cross back across the Mot River while he held then$taihding alonghe held the Japanese force a
bay with his Browningutomaticrifle while his patrol made it safely across the ri&FfGNagner was eventually killed
by the Japanese force.

2 | 3y $r@rg and unwavering courage was reported back to his Company Headqubigersas subsequently|
awarded theArmy Distinguished Service Crdesumented by L& ArmyFar East Command General Order #128er
General Douglas MacArthur datd®44. He now rests in honored glory in the Manila American Cemetery in
Philippinelslands.

So today we had a simple remembrance ceremony at théar Memorial Centerin Milwaukee, Wisconsirio
commemorate the 80 years since he was killsitendees includedVar Memoriakepresentatives, PFC Wag@ariece
and herhusband, myself and my wife {dRGnember), and PCC Tom Mueller, a noted Ibéstbrian who helped with
PFC Wagn& research.

I am humbly requesting our Brothers and members of the Allied Orders seek oufimehdhe
remaining livingVorld Warll Veterans to find out their stories. If you are unabléital any living
World Warll Veterans, research theeterans in your family, anftiends'families. Most of these
Veterans are now in theimid-90sand soon will be leaving usuch like Frank Buckleg/prld Warl)
and our honored Civil War Veteran, Albert Woolsktay the honor and courage of all oveterans ==
be held dear in our hearts. '

X &adzoYAUUGSR 08 5SLI® t I @NARE
Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey Camp 5, Shrevepor

Trivia — From the Beg

o4
=

inning to the End

L) E_X X2

Often referred to as thd-irst Battle of Manassashis was the first major battle of the Civil War, fought on July !
1861, near Manassas, Virginia. While not directly¥ilmer McLean's farm, the battle did take place in the vicinity
his property. McLean's house served as a headquarters and field hospital during the 4
This initial clash signaled the beginning of a brutal and protracted struggle that would e
the country for four long years.

Wilmer McLean

Seeking a calmemnd safemplace to live, McLean moveéds familyto the relative safety of a-
story house on the Lynchbuigichmond Stage Roauthe small village of Appomattox Cour
House However, agate would have it, this? O | fresi8eNdegained even greater significancy
at the war's endOn April9, 1865, nearly four years after the first shots were fired, McLea
farm in Appomattox County, Virginia, became the site of the surrender of Confederate
Robert E. Lee to Union Galysses S. Grant. This momentous event marked the symbolic
of the Civil WarMcLean's farrathus bookended the Civil War
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At thebeginning othe Civil War, there was no set role for militailyaplains. The selection Ghaplains was left to the
various denominations. The Union Army eventually had 2(3gfplainsand eachonewas paid $100 per montiThey

were alsassued a horse and an orderly to assist them in their dufibs. Union Army attempted to have at least on
Chaplain for every regiment. Initiallifzeneral Order No. 1%vhich established the position @haplain in the Union
army, stipulated that the&haplain must represent a Christian denomination. This was revised in 1862 toRalidis

to represent Jewish soldiers. The sizeable Irish Catholic contingent of the Union Army was also represented, g
Catholic priests were frequently at loggerheads with Protestant counterparts over matters of doctrine. Fou
African American men served Ghaplains among th&nited States Colored Troof$SCT), where they faced much
the same discrimination and prejudice encountered by black soldiers.

A significant number athaplains were assigned to the growing networks of military hospitdisytried to carry out
their religious duties as best they could but faced significant obstacles in preaching and holding prayer meg
Among the biggest problems was finding somewhere to hold.3
service (haplains wrote frequently of their frustration af
finding somewhere suitable an empty room, a spare terg "
only to have the hospital authorities commandeer the spa#
for extra beds, storage, or an imprompbperating theatre. S8 7s
Many Chaplains resorted to preaching in the open air. .

-~

Army Chaplains slept on the same hard ground as the sold | &
to whom they ministered, ate the same food, endured trs 87
same hardships, and confronted the sanige-and-death :
issues. They visited hospitals, comforted the sick and dy %
followed the army into battle, offered counsel and religio Y

9 R IE WY (O
field hospitals. Open air service 9" MA Inf., Camp Cass, VA

Chaplains provided many services to the troops. Some of their duties included:

1 Providing spiritual support to soldiers, offering prayers, sermons, and counseling.
1 Comforting soldiers durindifficult times, such as before battles or after losses.

1 Conducting religious services, including Sunday worship, Bible studies, and prayer meetings. These weg
held in makeshift chapels or open fields near the front lines.

Assisting with medical care, tending to wounded soldiansl providing comfort to those on their deathbedsg
2NAGAY3 fSOGSNE K2YS FT2N) a2t RASNE ¢gKz2 02dzZ Ry Qi
Performing funeral services and burial rites for fallen soldiers.

Offering last rites and prayers for dying soldiers, regardless of their faith.

Encouraging soldiers to maintain their sense of duty, honor, and patriotism, and helping prevent desert
emphasizing the importance of their cause.

1 Fostering a sense of community among soldiers, creating a space for shared faith and
camaraderie.

=2 =/ =4 =4 =4

By distributing religious literature, hymnals, and Bibles to sold@raplains played aital role in
spreading faithbased messages and encouraging spiritafiection. Despitethe challengeof low
pay and lack of structur&haplains made significant contributionsttee soldiel@ weltbeing during
the war.

X & dzo Y ADgparBrientGhaplain Stephen D. Schult¢. Cmdr. Edward Lea CampHbuston
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Quartermaster General.
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