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Friday-Saturday ς 12-13 August, 2022 ς Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 

Eight Delegates from the Department of Texas and Louisiana traveled to Grand Rapids, Michigan to attend the 141st 
National Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. The attendees included:  
 

¶ From the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 of Houston - Dept. Cmdr. Michael Lance; Camp Sr. Vice-Cmdr. and Dept. 

Signals Officer John Vander Meulen; Camp Secretary/Treasurer and Dept. Chaplain Stephen Schulze; Jr. Vice-Cmdr. 

Daniel Pourreau; and Camp and Dept. Graves Registration Officer Terry Sutton.  

¶ From the Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp #18 of Dallas - Camp and Dept. Secretary/Treasurer Donald Gates; and 

Brother ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ Ψ.ƛƭƭΩ Swafford. 

¶ From the Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey Camp #5 of Shreveport - Dept. Assistant Signals Officer Larry Joe Reynolds. 
 

Soon after arriving and settling in at the Encampment hotel, several of the men located the display table that had been 
reserved to show and sell Clara Barton Appreciation Award pins, challenge coins, and souvenir badges. Several items 
were sold before, between, and after Encampment sessions. A tip of the kepi to the volunteers who manned the table! 
 

During the business portion of the Encampment, the proposed amendment to the National Constitution and 
Regulations that was offered by the Department of Texas and Louisiana was approved by a nearly unanimous vote. 
The reason the amendment had been put forward was because the recently updated Regulations re-instituted wording 
that excluded Brothers from full membership if based on descendancy from a cousin. Our amendment proposed 
allowing ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴŎȅ 
from a cousin between 2014 and 2022. The passing of this ΨƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΩ amendment was hailed by the Department 
- as it protects the current membership status of Brother Larry Joe Reynolds of the Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey Camp. 
 

To make a point during his presentation to the assembled delegates, National 
Chaplain Jerry Kowalski used a magnificent handmade quilt as a prop (see photo 

on left). That quilt had been created and graciously donated to the Lt. Cmdr. 
Edward Lea Camp by Auxiliary Sister Linda LaBrot in 2019. The Lea Camp then 
gifted that quilt to Chaplain Kowalski in Houston that year at the annual 
Department Encampment. It was a honor seeing that donation/gift being put to 
such good use years later! 
 

In late October 2021, Chaplain Kowalski had again traveled to Houston. He 
arrived to attend and participate in the William Pollard graveside memorial 

service conducted by the Lea Camp at Hayes-Grace Memorial Park Cemetery in Hitchcock. During that program, 
Ψ/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ WŜǊǊȅΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘ - a neck ornament - to Dept. 
Chaplain Stephen Schulze for outstanding service as Chaplain. At the 2022 National 
Encampment in Grand Rapids this year, Chaplain Kowalski presented Brother Schulze 
with a /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ - to complement the 2021 neck ornament.  
 

The Harriet Lane newsletter of Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 received the coveted 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ IƻǇŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ΨōŜǎǘ /ŀƳǇ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΩΦ ! ŦƭŀƎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ 
presented to Michael Lance, PCC by National CinC Michael Paquette.  
 

Right: Michael Lance (on left) receives Marshall Hope Award  
 

Between sessions, Dept. Cmdr. Michael Lance and Dept. Signals Officer John Vander 
Meulen were approached by James Crane, Chairman of the National Encampment Site 
Committee. Brother Crane inquired whether or not the Dept. of Texas and Louisiana 
would be interested in hosting the National Encampment in Texas in 2025. He indicated 
that Texas would likely be a popular destination for delegates, and offered to assist with 
the planning and organizing of such an event. 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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National Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief, Bruce Frail, who attended the 2022 Encampment of the Department of Texas 
and Louisiana this year in Jefferson, Texas, was elected as the new National CinC for the 2022-2023 term. At our 
Encampment, he assisted by installing our Department Officers for 2022-2023. We wish him much success and 
harmony as he assumes his position of leadership of the Order! In addition, we wish success and a productive year to 
Sister Allison Pollitt, the National President of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. She was 
elected to serve a second term as President of that organization.  
 

Another appointment of note: Congratulations and a tip of the kepi to Brother John Vander Meulen of the Lt. Edward 
Lea Camp for his appointment to the position of Assistant National Secretary for Proceedings. It is wonderful to see 
Brothers of the Department of Texas and Louisiana step up to work and contribute to the success of the Order! 
 

During the more informal Campfire Program following the elections, Brothers of the Department anxiously waited for 
their turn to present gifts to outgoing CinC, Michael Paquette and Auxiliary President, Allison Pollitt. The order of 
presentations was determined by a drawing of Department names ς and Texas was the last name drawn! A Clara 
Barton pin and Certificate were presented to Sister Pollitt for her service rendered, and several Texas-themed items 
were gifted to PCinC Paquette.  All in all, the Encampment was enjoyable, educational, and a great opportunity to meet 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ aƻǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ 
in Nashua, New Hampshire. 

 

 

National Delegates representing the Department of Texas and Louisiana   
 

L-R: DC Michael Lance, Lea Camp JVC Daniel Pourreau, DSO John Vander Meulen,  
DS/T Donald Gates, DChaplain Stephen Schulze, Bill Swafford, Larry Joe Reynolds, and DGRO Terry Sutton. 

 

 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ŀƴŎŜ, DC - Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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Sunday, August 14, 2022 ς Breckenridge, Michigan 
 

On August 14, 2022, immediately following the National Encampment in Grand Rapids, Michigan, five members of the 
Department of Texas and Louisiana drove to Ridgelawn Cemetery in the small Michigan town of Breckenridge in Gratiot 
County. They merged with five uniformed Michigan men to form an Honor Guard and to conduct a formal memorial 
service for Civil War veteran, Aaron Ruple Porter όǎŜŜ tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ on next page). Porter served with Co. E, 1st Michigan 
Engineers and was the 2nd great-grandfather of Brother Daniel Pourreau of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp of Houston. 
 

Michael Lance led the ceremony with John Vander 
Meulen acting as Chaplain, Donald Gates served as 
Guard, and Daniel Pourreau offered a detailed 
biography of his ancestor. Paul Davis, PDC of 
Michigan served as Officer-of-the-Day, and Larry 
Joe Reynolds deposited wreaths and a rose at the 
grave and operated a video camera. 
 

Left: Daniel Pourreau presents ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
biography as Michael Lance (on left) and John 
Vander Meulen listen. 
 

Officer-of-the-Day Davis gave the commands to 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψǘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
posted Brother Gates as Guard.  
 

Daniel Pourreau then fell in 
with the Honor Guard to 
participate in the musket 
salute. After he and the 
Michigan men had fired 3 
perfect volleys, Brother 
Vander Meulen sounded 
Echo Taps on a Bluetooth 
speaker.   
 

L-R: Paul Davis, Donald 
Gates, Dean Lamphere, 
Len McInerney, Larry Joe 
Reynolds, Bob Boquette, 
Michael Lance, Daniel 
Pourreau, John Vander 
Meulen, and Joe Frost. 
 

The Texas, Louisiana, and 
Michigan men worked well 
together to conduct a 
smooth and moving 
ceremony. Soldier Aaron 
Ruple Porter deserved no 
less! 

 

 

Χ report submitted by Michael Lance, photos by Jan Davis, Pres., Michigan DUVCW and cousin of Daniel Pourreau. 
 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D8WrAhlNsU6w%26fbclid%3DIwAR0X71LPmixTLwH-mecKIj6kwVApTToqh12VXpBSoRicgHX7E4is-QpVlf4&h=AT04nvCFN_vcNcdNbtjWlYqzDE9MBt08I29pYU4c586doNF6mfPPGoXvh0nkZK-lcmF5XJCw-2zji6Mh_-ZQztK4i55wVS4AgvWJcoWIvOLkT58NPHMV7VbihJGdJV6EWw&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT18pRZMbjnkFJPdaFiWi4-TJCd3sjHLo7xcneEGRQiq3_f-q5RgRntIxQ8F3ET3GHwxyBAgcCg6NSW9IJAcd-HPIWjl157Hux98_mQk-MUbxUMYenNh-5D13qzGzdlFtubTD7uqP7wO6MnqFQypJDtfbYO6oB9Z4sfwWIa5JdrFHm1ASjvcjw
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Aaron Ruple Porter was one of the early settlers of Gratiot County, Michigan. He descended from New England patriots 

and settlers from England and Wales who had emigrated to the United States in the 17th century - fleeing religious 

persecution and political oppression. AaronΩǎ ŜŀǊƭiest North American ancestor was John Porter of Windsor, 

Connecticut. Five generations of Porters made New England their home. Some fought in the Revolutionary War and 

others in the WŀǊ ƻŦ мумнΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ, Elijah Porter Jr., who, in 1828, finally grew weary of New England 

and moved his family westward. The caravan eventually arrived at Chautauqua, a small village in far western New York, 

where they settled and farmed. 
 

In late 1837Σ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 9ƭƛƧŀƘ Porter III, also grew restless. He and his wife, with their six children, left the safety 

and comfort of their home in western New York and migrated further west in an ox-drawn wagon. Little did they know 

that they were going to endure one of the coldest winters in decades. Temperatures dipped to 20 degrees below zero. 

But they endured, traveling almost 400 miles from Chautauqua to arrive at the settlement of McArthur in southern 

Ohio. Unfortunately, their baby son, Martin Porter, died during their travels, not surviving his first winter. These were 

the risks and hardships our ancestors took and endured for a chance to live free, worship as they pleased, and build a 

better life for themselves and their children. They had fled a tyrannical king and the comforts of England, braved the 

seas foǊ о ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴ ǳƴǘŀƳŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ YƛƴƎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ ǿŀǊΣ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ 

the greatest army of their time, built houses, churches, roads and schools, farmed the land - then picked up and moved 

west to do it all over again. 
 

Aaron Ruple Porter was born in 1843. He was raised with his two brothers and five sisters in Elk, Madison township, 

Ohio, a small community 14 miles north of the Kentucky border. By 1854, his family was on the move again, this time 

traveling 300 miles northward to Pine River Township in Gratiot County, Michigan. The Porters were among a wave of 

settlers enticed by the 1854 Graduation Act, which had lowered the cost of ΨǳƴŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎΩ to fifty cents per acre. 

Upon their arrival in Pine River, 12-year-old Aaron and his older brother Chauncey Porter helped their father build a 

cabin, then continued to clear the land so they could farm it. Sister Ellen taught school and mother Julia and sisters 

Rebecca and Mahala kept house. By 1859, brother Chauncey, now 24, had married and moved southwest to Ionia 

County, Michigan to farm his own land and start a family.   
 

In 1862, Aaron lost both his older sister, Julia, and his father within six months of each other. So, at age 19, Aaron was 

now the head of the household - having lost his father, three brothers, and three sisters. Only his mother Julia and 

three sisters remained with him in the small Pine River cabin. Despite, or maybe because of, these family hardships, 

the call of duty eventually prevailed.  
 

In late August 1864, Aaron and his brother Chauncey trekked together to Grand Rapids, Michigan to enlist with the 1st 

Michigan Engineers and Mechanics. Neither had military training, but the hard life on the frontier had likely prepared 

them well, both physically and mentally, for what lie ahead. The brothers were assigned to Co. E, originally under the 

command of Captain Silas Canfield of Ionia, someone Chauncey 

probably knew. From there, they were sent south to Camp Owen in 

Marshall, Michigan for basic training. Then they were dispatched to 

Atlanta, Georgia to reinforce their regiment which had arrived on 

September 28, 1864, almost a month after the Confederates had 

surrendered the city. By then, Atlanta was pretty much in ruins. 
 

Right: Destroyed railroad track 
 

On November 2nd, !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ regiment was attached to Jefferson C. 

5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ Ŏorps and participated in ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ άaŀǊŎƘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀέΦ During this memorable march, the regiment was required 
ΧŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ next page 
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to keep pace with the movements of the infantry, often traveling over ten miles per day. They were tasked with tearing 

up railroad track, twisting rails, burning bridges, repairing and making roads through marshes, and building bridges.  
 

 

The regiment left Atlanta on November 16, 

1864 and arrived before Savannah on 

December 11 - a 250-mile march in 25 days.  
 

Right: Building a Pontoon Bridge 
 

The following diary entries were written by a 

Michigan Engineer during the march. They give 

an idea of the work done, and the hardships the 

men experienced on the march: 
 

Nov. 17th - ά/ƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ YΣ 5Σ /Σ DΣ 9 ϧ LΣ 

with three days rations, left the main column and struck the Atlanta & Augusta RR at Lithonia; tore up the track 

and twisted the rails for several miles; then followed the large bodies of infantry from the Fourteenth Corps 

until they reached Covington, twisting the track rails. The next day, the six companies left the railroad about 

dusk and marched three to four miles until we reached the direct road to Eaton. The day's march was very hard 

on the men, some of whom fainted by the way.έ 
 

Dec. 3rd - άaƻǾŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ aƛƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊ IƻǊǎŜ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 

to Sylvania; the last few miles were made after dark; men very tired; halted in the road near water; supper at 

11 pm; sleep about midnight.έ 
 

Dec. 4th - άwŜǾŜƛƭƭŜ ŀǘ п am. Marched at 6 am; repaired several bad places in the road, one in particular near 

Little Horse Creek; cut down small pine trees and with fence rails made it passable for the trains. Part of the 

men on duty at this place all night, keeping road repair, and assisting trains to cross.έ 
 

Dec. 10th - άaŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ т am. At Telfair Road, near Savannah, we turned off on the railroad. Formed column by 

companies and closed in mass. Waited orders; soon discovered an engine up the track carrying a mounted 

cannon, which opened up on us. After a few shots we moved across the track into the woods. One man, Robert 

Brown of Company H, was mortally wounded by the cannon ball. Soon after, the regiment was ordered on to a 

canal where a dam was built to prevent the rebels overflowing the ground between us.έ 
 

Dec. 24th - ά¢he regiment moved into Savannah. Here a very comfortable camp in the suburbs and the men are  

enjoying a well-ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǊŜǎǘΦέ 
  

After the fall of Savannah, !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ regiment then started on the long march through the Carolinas for Goldsboro, North 

Carolina. During the march, a vast amount of public property was destroyed, railroad iron heated and twisted, and 

countless bridges built and repaired, the men often working all night, so that the army could march the next morning. 

While they showed some restraint on the March to the Sea ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΣ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƴƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

moved north through South Carolina - the first State to secede and to start the conflict. Sherman wrote to Union 

General-in-Chief, Henry Halleck in Late December from Savannah: άThe whole army is burning with an insatiable desire 

to wreak vengeance upon South Carolina.  I almost tremble at their fate, but believe she deserves all that seems in store 

for her.έ 
 

On February 1, 1865, the troops marched through the still-smoking remains of McPhersonville, which had been earlier 

torched by the Union advance. Lt. Alex Campbell from Co. G ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƘƻƳŜΥ άWe have left a strip of ashes fifty miles 

in widthέ 

Χ continued on page 24 
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Monday, 30 May 2022 ς Fort Worth, Texas 
 

The Byrne Camp conducted a Memorial Day ceremony at the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) monument in Oakwood 
Cemetery in Fort Worth on Memorial Day. Attendees included: Paul Kendall, PDC/CC; Beau Moore, PDC/SVC; Todd 
Wilber, JVC; Timothy Phillips, PCC; and Brian Glass, PDC. The ceremony included the laying of a wreath at the G.A.R. 
monument, a musket salute and the sounding of Taps. 

 

L-R: Camp Cmdr. Paul Kendall, PDC, Timothy Phillips, PCC, and SVC Beau Moore, PDC 
  

The five-man Honor Guard was commanded by Brother Brian Glass, PDC. The muskets of the Honor Guard were fired 
by Brother Todd Wilber and four members of Venture Crew 1872 of Fort Worth ς a Boy Scouts of America unit. 
Following the musket salute, Taps, sounded by bugler Timothy Phillips 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Honor Guard, commanded by Brian Glass, fires a salute                    G.A.R. Monument    
 

  Χ submitted by SVC Beau Moore, PDC ς Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp #18 
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Last Union Veteran ς Denton County, Texas 
 

I received a message a couple weeks ago from Brother Todd Wilbur, the Camp Graves Registration Officer, regarding 
the grave of the last Union veteran in Denton County. My wife, Carol, graciously drove me up to Denton, and we visited 

the IOOF cemetery there and located the grave. It is 
situated in the southwest corner of the cemetery, next to 
Eagle drive. I was pleased to see that a GAR marker was 
present.  
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǳƭ YŜƴŘŀƭƭΣ PDC/CC - Gen. James J. Byrne 
Camp #1 

 

Harvey Reynolds Lyon Sr. was born in Washington County, 
Pennsylvania in September 1846. On February 2, 1864, he 
was 17 years old when he enlisted as a Private in the Union 
Army at New Brighton, Pennsylvania. He served with Co. K, 
16th Pennsylvania Cavalry ς a unit in DǊŜƎƎΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ of 
{ƘŜǊƛŘŀƴΩǎ /ƻǊǇǎ. He was wounded at Richmond, Virginia. 

 

In Jun 1864, Lyon was promoted to Corporal and was mustered-out of service at Lynchburg, Virginia in July 1865. He 
married Nancy Eleanor Short on December 29, 1870 in California, Moniteau Co., Missouri. The couple eventually settled 
in Denton, Texas.  
 

In 1933, Harvey Lyon was 87 years old and still living in Denton, Texas. At that 
time, he and another Civil War veteran, William Alexander Shanklin, who had 
served with Co. M, 2nd Illinois Cavalry, were believed to be the last two surviving 
Union soldiers in the County.   

Right: IŀǊǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ Ψ9ƭƭŀΩ [ȅƻƴ 
 

Harvey Lyon died in May 1936 at age 89. Shanklin, who was about 5 years older 
than Lyon, had passed away about 3 months earlier ς on February 18, 1936. Both 
men ς the last survivors of the Union Army in Denton County, Texas ς were buried 
in the same Odd Fellows Cemetery! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Far Left: Grave marker for William Alexander 
Shanklin ς the 2nd to last surviving Union soldier 
 
Near Left: William Alexander Shanklin (photo from 

Ancestry.com) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Χ information submitted by Todd Wilber, GRO - Gen. James J. Byrne Camp #1 
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Thursday, 26 May 2022 ς Hitchcock, Texas 
 

Four Sisters of the Sarah Emma Seelye Auxiliary #1 of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 got an early start to decorating 
¦Φ{Φ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŀǘ IȅǇƻƭƛǘŜ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ 
26th and set out U.S. flags at the headstones of 26 American heroes. The ladies were once again vigilant in honoring 
the service of our veterans. 

 

    L-R: Auxiliary President Vali Reyes and                              L-R: Auxiliary President Vali Reyes and  
   Sisters Norma Pollard and Jana Marsh                              Sisters Terry Spencer and Jana Marsh 
 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŀǘ IȅǇƻƭƛǘŜ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ IŀȅŜǎ-Grace Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Hitchcock. They paid their respects at the gravesite of William Pollard, who passed away last August while 
serving early in his term as Commander of the Department of Texas and Louisiana. 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ Wŀƴŀ aŀǊǎƘ - Sarah Emma Seelye Auxiliary #1, SUVCW 

 
 

Monday, 30 May 2022 ς Houston, Texas 
 

Two thunderous cannon shots signaled the start of the Memorial Day ceremonies at the Houston National Cemetery. 
One of the big guns was manned by members of the Capt. Ike Turner Camp #1275, SCVCW of Livingston, Texas, and 
the crewmen of the other gun were members of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, SUVCW of Houston. The Federal 
crewmen included Camp Cmdr. Ben Bonnett, Stephen D. Schulze, PDC, Michael Rappe, Thomas Coughlin, PDC, and 
Robert Riley. 
 

A few dozen yards away, enjoying the shade of a large oak tree, was a 14-man Federal infantry unit. This unit consisted 
of a combination of members from the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, Co. A, 13th U.S. Infantry, and the Texas Rifles. The 
Lea Camp members included: JVC Daniel Pourreau, Michael L. Lance, PCC, and William Myers.  
 

During the program, the commander of the Federal unit, Tommy Attaway, plus eight men from the Honor Guard 
ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǎƳŀǊǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜƳƛŎȅŎƭŜ ς with muskets shouldered and Colors 
waving. The men marched in two ranks of 4, with the Cmdr. in front leading the way. Afterwards, the unit marched 
back out to the shade of the oak tree to wait for their next role in the ceremonies. 

 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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(continued) 

 

 

Above: Federal infantry unit marches into the interior grounds of the Hemicycle during 
ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊǎΦ 

 

     JVC Daniel Pourreau   Michael Lance, PCC                               William Myers 
 

The program included a performance by bagpipers, a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter flyover, laying of wreaths, 
introduction of veterans of various past conflicts, numerous speeches by political and military dignitaries, a POW/MIA 
ceremony, and the sounding of Taps. Just prior to Taps, the Federal Honor Guard assembled a 7-gun unit to provide a 
21-gun salute ς 3 volleys by 7 muskets.   The unit was led into the Hemicycle by two officers and formed up in a single 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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(continued) 
 

 

rank for the volleys. While the first shot was a bit ragged, the spectators were seemingly impressed by the precision of 
movement ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŦƛǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ ǳƴƛǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ΨtǊŜǎŜƴǘ !ǊƳǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Taps, then retired. 

 
 

 

Federal Honor Guard fires a salute Volley 
 

To close the ceremony, the two cannons once again roared to life. Their simultaneous firing sounded like a single blast. 
It was a fitting end to a fine program ς and ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎŀƭǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal cannon crew from Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 fires a round to end the formal Memorial Day 
ceremonies. L-R:  Michael Rappe, Thomas Coughlin, PDC, and Stephen Schulze, PDC. Crewmen not visible: 
CC Ben Bonnett and Robert Riley. 
 
 

Χ report submitted by Michael L. Lance, PCC ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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Monday, 30 May 2022 ς Houston, Texas 
 

On Memorial Day, Sr. Vice-Commander John Vander Meulen led a delegation from the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea, USN, 
Camp #2, to Washington Cemetery in Houston. They gathered at the G.A.R. plot within the cemetery to pay tribute to 
the Union veterans buried there. In partnership with the Sarah Emma Edmonds Detached Tent #4, Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, a formal memorial service was conducted. 
 

During the program, the participants each took a turn in moving to one of the eleven Civil War markers, pausing to call 
out the name and unit of their chosen veteran, and then stepped forward to lay a rose on the headstone. They then 
placed a Civil War era Union flag beside the marker before stepping back to render a salute. Hymn to the Fallen sounded 
in the background. It was a very moving ceremony for all who participated.   
 

 

Washington Cemetery, Houston, Texas 
 

Front row L-R: Sr. Vice-President Becky Feaster, Gail Johnson, Fran Matchett, and President Sue Barry of 
Sarah Emma Edmonds Detached Tent #4, DUVCW, Mary Anthony Startz of  

Clara Barton Detached Tent #3, DUVCW, friend Jackie Huckabay, and Brother Patrick Young 
 

Back row L-R: Brothers John Vander Meulen, Herbert Powers, and Jason Hoffman 
 

The 2nd grave marker from the left marks the final resting place of Sarah Emma Edmonds-Seelye,  
the namesake of both the local DUVCW Tent and the Ladies Auxiliary of Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2 

 
Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ SVC John Vander Meulen ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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Monday, 30 May 2022 ς Riverton, Wyoming 
 

During the morning of May 30, 2022, heavy rain fell in Riverton, Wyoming. Due to the inclement weather, the local 
Veterans Hall officially cancelled the Memorial Day Ceremony that was scheduled to take place at a local cemetery. 
However, despite the weather, about forty people showed up at Mountain View Cemetery to honor our departed 
veterans. Just as the originally scheduled start time for the ceremony neared, the rain lifted.  
 

So in response, Warren Hess, Commander of American Legion Post 19, decided to proceed with a modified program 
anyway. After the attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance, Cmdr. Hess gave a short speech, reminding the audience 
of the service and sacrifice given by those who served in the U.S. Armed Forces. In addition, he urged them to not only 
remember the past, but to pass on the traditions of service to future generations in order to help preserve our great 
republic. 
 

During the abbreviated program, several short remembrance speeches were given, and two wreaths were placed on 
stands on either side of the VFW monument. Brother Karl Falken of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 of Houston, 
representing the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, placed one of the wreaths, and Jordan Yager, representing 
the Sons of the American Revolution, placed the other.  
 

Both men were dressed in period 
uniforms patterned after the service of 
their ancestors. Brother FalkenΩǎ 
impression was in honor of his 2nd 
great-grandfather, Pvt. Michael 
Bowers of the 87th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry. Jordan YagerΩǎ 
impression was in honor of his 
ancestor, James Tucker, a teamster 
who served in Captain Moses 
aǳƴǎƻƴΩǎ teamster brigade out of 
Washington County. 
 

                                                                              Right: Karl Falken and Jordan Yager after placing wreaths 
 

Since the scheduled rifle team did 
not attend due to the cancellation 
notice, Brother Falken obliged with 
a musket salute. The volleys from 
his Springfield musket boomed 
over the cemetery. The shots were 
followed by Taps, sounded by 
bugler Doug Newlin. 
 

Right: Karl FalkenΩǎ musket 
salute 

 

 

Left: Bugler Doug Newlin 
 
 

 

The spectators were appreciative of the efforts made by the participants in honoring all U.S. veterans. Many of them 
took pictures to take home to share with friends and family members who could not attend the event. 
 

  Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ YŀǊƭ CŀƭƪŜƴ ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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Saturday ς 18 Jun 2022 ς Conroe, Texas 
 

The National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
conducted a genealogy workshop in Conroe, Texas on June 18, 
2022. John Vander Meulen, Sr. Vice-Commander of the Lt. Cmdr. 
Edward Lea Camp, paid a special visit to the event. His mission was 
to present member Mary Anthony Startz with a Clara Barton 
Ladies Appreciation Award. The award was presented to her in 
recognition for her work with honoring her Union Civil War 
ancestor, and for being an outstanding guest speaker and friend of 
the Lea Camp.  
 

Right: Mary Anthony Startz receives Ladies Appreciation 
Award certificate from SVC John Vander Meulen 

 

Ms. Startz holds memberships in numerous prestigious heritage 
organizations, including: the San Antonio Clara Barton Detached 
Tent #3, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War; the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution for thirty 
years; the Hispanic Genealogical Society of Houston; Daughters of 
the American Colonists; the Continental Society Daughters of 
Indian Wars; and the National Society United Daughters of 1812. 
 

 

She volunteered as guest speaker at the [Ŝŀ /ŀƳǇΩǎ monthly 
business meeting in June. Her presentation portrayed the amazing 
story of her 2nd great-grandfather, William McNamara, who served 
with the 4th U.S. Cavalry during the Civil War, and later during the 
Indian Wars. He was also a Medal of Honor recipient.  
 

Left: Mary Anthony Startz receives a Clara Barton Ladies 
Appreciation Award pin/brooch from SVC John Vander 
Meulen 
 

Ms. Startz was not expecting .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ±ŀƴŘŜǊ aŜǳƭŜƴΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ and was 
surprised and moved by the gesture. Approximately thirty ladies 
attended the workshop. They were introduced to the important 
work being done by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and both the Sons 
and the Daughters of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War to preserve the legacy of our 
veteran ancestors. 
 

Right: Clara Barton Ladies 
Appreciation Award pin 

 
 

 

 
Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ SVC John C. Vander Meulen ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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Saturday ς 18 Jun 2022 ς Galveston, Texas 
 

The 43rd Juneteenth holiday was celebrated on two separate days in Galveston, Texas this year. On June 18, the venue 
was the historic Ashton Villa on Broadway Boulevard. Brother Stephen Duncan once again portrayed Maj. General 
Gordon Granger at that event. On June 19, the venue moved over to the U.S. Customs House in Galveston. Once again, 
Brother Duncan attended to portray Maj. General Granger. 

 

At Ashton Villa, Brothers Zane Hooper and Michael Lance attended to serve as a Union 
Guard. The ballroom of the mansion was filled with guests ς and a line of 
photographers. All seats were taken, so late arrivers stood in the rear of the large 
room. The Union Guard posted in the back with them.   
 

Left: Federal Guard ς Cpl. Michael Lance and Pvt. Zane Hooper 
 

To begin the ceremony, Brother Duncan, as Maj. Gen. Granger, rose from his chair and 
moved to the podium to briefly welcome the guests and spectators. After an opening 
prayer and the singing of God Bless America by an accomplished singer, several other 
speakers moved in turn to the podium. They included: Galveston Mayor Dr. Craig 
Brown; Galveston County Commissioner Stephen Holmes; Galveston NAACP president 
Mary Patrick; members of the late State Representative Al Edwards family; and U.S. 
Representative Sheila Jackson Lee.  
 

Dramatic entertainment 
was provided by Rebecca 
Jimerson, a  Harriet 
Tubman reenactor. As 
she concluded her 

portrayal, Buffalo Soldier reenactor, Luis Padilla, moved to 
the stage to escort her along the center aisle to the rear of 
the ballroom. 
 

Right: Retiring Harriet Tubman reenactor  
escorted by a Buffalo Soldier 

 
 
 
 
 
Near the end of the program, the Union Guard stepped forward 
into the center aisle to form up with Maj. Gen. Granger. The unit 
then marched to the stage to read General Order No. 3 ς the 
order announcing the emancipation of slaves. 
 

 

Left: Stephen Duncan, as Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, stands 
between his guards before advancing to the stage. 
 
 

 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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Left: Attendees watch as the Union Guard 
escorts Stephen Duncan, portraying Maj. 
General Gordon Granger, to the stage to read 
General Order No. 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Right: Reading General Order No. 3 at Ashton Villa  
 
 

2022 marked the first year that Juneteenth was celebrated as a 
national holiday. During the program, co-sponsor of the enabling 
legislation, Sheila Jackson Lee, provided a lengthy recount of the 
actions she and others had taken to bring the holiday into reality.  
 

At the conclusion of of the program, the Union men received 
many requests to stand for photos with attendees.  The event was 
quite successful - both entertaining and informative.  
 
Juneteenth celebrations continued on Sunday, June 19, 2022 at 
the U.S. Customs Building in Galveston. Brother Duncan, again 
portraying Maj. Gen. Granger, read General Order No. 3 from the 
front steps of the building - after giving the context of the Order. 
He was again joined by Brother Hooper, who served as a Guard. 
The Customs Building was then christened as the June Nineteenth 
Museum, and is planned to be fully open to the public  for 
Juneteenth 2023. 
 

Right: Portraying Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, Brother 
Stephen Duncan reads General Order No. 3 from the steps 
of the U.S. Customs House ς with Zane Hooper as Guard. 
 
Afterward, Brother Duncan presented a copy of the Order to Miss 
Opal Lee, the recognized άƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WǳƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘΦέ  
 

 
 

Χ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜΣ t//Σ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ Stephen Duncan ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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Saturday ς 25 Jun 2022 ς Worden, Illinois 
 

A remembrance ceremony was held at the grave of my great-grandfather, Henry Ludwig Schulze, on Saturday, June 
25th in the little village of Worden, Illinois. The ceremony was conducted by the Col. Friedrich K. Hecker Camp #443, 
SUVCW, which is based in Belleville, Illinois. They were assisted by the Alton Jaeger Guards, who portray the 9th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, the regiment of my ancestor.  
 

Additional ceremony participants included: members of American Legion Post #564 of Worden, who provided the 
Honor Guard; members of the 114th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Reactivated, who sounded ΨEcho TapsΩΤ ŀƴŘ ǘhe Pastor 
of the Worden Lutheran Church. Henry Schulze and his family had been members of that same Church. The Pastor gave 
both the Invocation and the Benediction. 
 

The remembrance ceremony actually honored two people ς my great-grandfather, Henry Schulze, who was born in 
Prussia in 1840, and his younger brother, Frederick Schulze. They had immigrated to the United States just prior to the 
Civil War. The two brothers joined the 9th Illinois Volunteer Infantry in August 1861. They participated in the assaults 
on Fort Heineman and Fort Donelson. 
 

In April 1862, the regiment landed at Pittsburgh Landing in Mississippi and set up camp. On the morning of April 6th, 
the army was attacked by Confederate forces. The regiment held out for nine hours before being pushed back. At the 
start of the battle the regiment mustered 602 officers and men. At the end of the day, only 297 men answered the 
muster. My great-uncle, Frederick Schulze, was one of the fallen. Henry Schulze survived the war even though his 
regiment fought in many more battles.  
 

In March 1863, the 9th Illinois was converted to a Ψmounted infantryΩ regiment, and thereafter often fought with the 
cavalry. Henry Schulze was captured twice. The first time was at the Battle of Cherokee, Alabama. He was held at Libby 
Prison for 18 days before being released on parole. In March 1864, after rejoining his regiment, he was captured a 
second time while scouting along the Flint River near Decatur, Georgia. This time he was sent to Andersonville Prison, 
and remained there until it was closed. Afterwards, he was transferred to a prison in Florence, South Carolina.  
 

Henry Schulze was finally released from prison in May 1865 after the Confederacy surrendered. He returned to Illinois 
and married, with the family settling in Worden. He first labored as a farmer, and later became the owner of a general 
store. He died in 1910 and was buried in the Worden German Cemetery.  
 

Frederick SchulzeΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ƘƛƭƻƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ and were also reinterred in the Worden German 
Cemetery. In 1968, I had located his headstone in the old cemetery. 
However, the headstone is now gone, and the exact location of his grave 
is no longer known for certain. A few years ago, a monument was erected 
in the town cemetery which listed the civil war veterans buried there. 
But no one in Worden today is aware of either Henry or Frederick 
Schulze. I decided to change that. 
 

Descendant Stephen D. Schulze speaks during the ceremony. 
 

I met with the Commander of Col. Friedrich K. Hecker Camp #443 during 
the 2021 National Encampment in St. Louis. He offered to assist with 
putting together a ceremony to commemorate these two soldiers. The 
family paid to have a bronze plaque cast which describes the experiences 
of both men. The plaque was attached to the Schulze monument. I 
contacted tƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜ 
for great-uncle Frederick SchulzeΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ sure exactly where the 
grave is located, we requested a Memorial Stone - which we installed 
adjacent to the Schulze monument. 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ page 
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The remembrance ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ 
descendants as I could find. We had more than two dozen relatives in attendance. 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ōŀƎǇƛǇŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ Minstrel Boy to the War Has 
GƻƴŜέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Colors were paraded in, and later he played ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Colors were retired. The ceremony included both a rifle and cannon salute, and the 
ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ άEcho TŀǇǎέΦ 

Right: Bagpiper Dan Jackson performing 
 

Everyone who attended said they 
found the ceremony to be very 
moving. It was followed by a 
luncheon, where the Director of the 
Madison County Historical Society 
gave a presentation on the 9th Illinois 
and the battles they fought in.  
 

Left: Schulze monument and 
decorated grave marker 
 

Two additional small markers were placed at the Schulze grave - the 
G.A.R. star and the SUVCW emblem. I am determined that my Civil War 
ancestors, Henry and Frederick Schulze, will not be forgotten! 
 
 

Below: Brother Stephen D. Schulze (in uniform) and other Schulze 
descendants at gravesite. 
 

 

 
Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ Secr./Treas. Stephen D. Schulze, PDC ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp #2 
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