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 3  Department Updates - Recent news from the Department of Texas and Louisiana. 

                     by Department Commander Michael L. Lance 
                               

        4            News from Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2 of Houston - Descriptions and photos  

     of recent Camp activities.  
  by Michael L. Lance and CǊŀƴƪ ΨbƛŎƪΩ bƛŎƘƻƭǎΣ WǊΦ 
 

10  News from Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18 of Dallas - Descriptions and photos 

  of recent Camp activities. 
  by John E. Schneider, Sr., PDC 
 

        13  Primary Patent Examiner Charles Gilbert Gould ς From the Medal of Honor to the          

                             Patent Office: The story of U.S. Army veteran and Patent Examiner Charles Gould. 
  By John E. Schneider, Sr., PDC 
 

        14  Ancestor Profile ς Pvt. George T. Ridenour - Sixteen-year-old recruit from Indiana with a  

   distinguished and lengthy lineage who migrates to Texas and leaves behind a relic.  
    by Paul Ridenour 
 

        16  Cpl. Andrew O. Apple ς Medal of Honor Recipient ς A young Corporal was the only volunteer        

  to survive carrying the Colors of the 12th West Virginia Infantry during the 3rd Battle of Petersburg. 
  by Michael L. Lance 

 

    Departments  

 

11  Department Patriotic InstrǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ς Remember the soldiers who Ψǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘΩ. 
 

12  5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ς Liturgies remind soldiers of home. 
 

12  Trivia ς Hospital Chaplains ς Clergymen witnessed the horrors of war. 
 

18  Civil War Medal of Honor Recipients - U.S. Army (Part 8) - How the honor was earned. 

 

21  Upcoming Department Activities - Calendar of the Department of Texas and Louisiana.   
 

22  2023-2024 Department Officers and Media Links. 
 

23  2023 Camp Officers and Media Links ς And Camp namesakes.   
 

  
    άVicksburgέ ς The 1st Battalion, U.S. Infantry fighting its way up the steep slope to the  

top of the Confederate lines at Vicksburg, Mississippi, 19 May 1863 ς art by H. Charles McBarron Jr. 
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Friday, 6 Oct 2023 ς Proposal to Host the 144th National Encampment in 2025 
 

! ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ мппǘƘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ƛƴ нлнр ǿŀǎ 

ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ƛǘŜ {ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ сΣ нлноΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлнр 

9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘŜ {ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нлно ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ IƻǳǎǘƻƴπŀǊŜŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Iƻǎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭǎ  

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ǾŜƴǳŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ōȅ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ƨƻō ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜπǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ мппǘƘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘΗ  

 
 

Saturday, 28 Oct 2023 ς Special Department Encampment - Virtual 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ǿƛŀ ½ƻƻƳ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нуΣ нлноΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ 

ƛǘŜƳ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ {¦±/² /ƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мпнƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

нлноΦ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅπŬǾŜ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘΦ hƴŜ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƻǝƴƎ 

5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜΦ .ȅ /ŀƳǇΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎΥ   
 

¶ DŜƴΦ WŀƳŜǎ WΦ .ȅǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ м    п 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ 

¶ [ǘΦ /ƳŘǊΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ [Ŝŀ /ŀƳǇ н  мм 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ 

¶ .ǊƛƎΦ DŜƴΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ .ŀƛƭŜȅ /ŀƳǇ р    р 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ 

¶ /ƻƭΦ 9ƭƳŜǊ 9Φ 9ƭƭǎǿƻǊǘƘ /ŀƳǇ му    с 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŀǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ нмπп ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ς ǿƛǘƘ м 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ƴƻǘ ǾƻǝƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ 

ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴΦ  

 
 

Monday, 30 Oct 2023 ς Gen. James J. Byrne Camp 1  ς Virtual Meeting 
 

hƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ олΣ нлноΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ {ƛƎƴŀƭǎ hŶŎŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ ±ŀƴŘŜǊ aŜǳƭŜƴΣ L ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 

Ǿƛŀ ½ƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴΦ WŀƳŜǎ WΦ .ȅǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ ƻŦ CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘΦ {ƛȄ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ȅǊƴŜ /ŀƳǇ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘΣ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ /ƳŘǊΦ ¢ƻŘŘ ²ƛƭōŜǊΣ W±/ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ŜƭŎƘŜǊΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ǇǇƭŜǘƻƴΣ .ǳǘŎƘ 5ǳǊƘŀƳΣ t5/ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊ Yȅ ²ƘƛǘŜΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƳƻǾŜǎ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΦ

 
 

Saturday, 18 Nov 2023 ς New Camp Formation ς San Antonio, Texas 
 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ /ŀƳǇ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ .ƭŀƛǊ wǳŘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муΣ нлно ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ 

DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǝŜǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ {¦±/² /ŀƳǇ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ 

!ƴǘƻƴƛƻ ŀǊŜŀΦ tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ hŶŎŜǊ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇ ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ   

 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜΣ 5/ π [ǘΦ /ƳŘǊΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ [Ŝŀ /ŀƳǇ bƻΦ нΣ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ  
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Saturday, 14 Oct 2023 ς Boonville Days ς Bryan, Texas 
 

A beautiful sunny morning greeted members of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp in Bryan, Texas on October 14, 2023. 
Brothers Michael Rappe, Daniel Pourreau, and Michael Lance assembled on the grounds in front of the Brazos Valley 
Museum of Natural History. They promptly set up an attractive recruiting tent display. The display was just one of of 
dozens set up for the annual ¢ŜȄŀǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ Ψ.ƻƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ 5ŀȅǎΩ living history event.  
 

Ideally positioned beside the sidewalk to the main entrance of the museum, the blue-clad men attracted a lot of 
attention. The museum had supplied two tables, a tent canopy, and four chairs for the display. Two unneeded tables 
from an adjacent display were also added to the setup to facilitate the large number of Civil War uniform items, 
weapons, and accoutrements that were brought to show ς mostly supplied by SVC Daniel Pourreau.  
 

   
    Display table for accoutrements and other gear.  Display table for uniform items depicting  
       (Notice the white canteen on the far left with    the various branches of the Union forces. 
       the red lettering - supplied by Michael Lance). 
 

Numerous family groups and teenagers stopped at the tables to gaze at the display items and ask questions. Brother 
Pourreau was constantly at work entertaining and educating visitors about the different uniforms and weapons. 
Brothers Lance and Rappe also assisted with some demonstrations, while focusing primarily on recruiting activities. 
Camp newsletters, SUVCW brochures, and Civil War relics and photos were displayed for that purpose.  
 

Overall, all three men had an enjoyable time working together on that pleasant fall morning. The interaction with an 
appreciative and receptive public was very positive - and also quite successful with promoting awareness of, and the 
mission of, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. All vowed to return to do it again in 2024! 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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(continued)  
 

 
 

Boonville Days (continued) 

 
 

Above far left:  

Daniel Pourreau showing Minié balls and 
powder to enthralled youngsters. 

 
 

Above center:  

Daniel Pourreau demonstrating  
musket loading procedures. 

 
 

Above far right:  

Michael Rappe explaining  
Civil War relics and photos. 

 
 
 
 
 

Left L-R:  

Michael Lance, Daniel Pourreau,  
and Michael Rappe 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Φ [ŀƴŎŜΣ DC/PCC ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, Houston 
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(continued)  
 

 

 

Saturday, 4 Nov 2023 ς Washington Cemetery ς Houston, Texas 
 

On Saturday morning, November 4, 2023, several members of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2 assembled at the 
G.A.R. Ǉƭƻǘ ƛƴ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ Their mission was to clean the headstones of the ten Union 
veterans buried in the G.A.R. plot. Sarah Emma Seelye, the namesake of our Auxiliary, was one of the veterans buried 
there. Sister Norma Pollard of the Auxiliary joined Lea Camp Brothers Daniel B. Pourreau, Robert G. Riley, Herbert W. 
Powers, and Michael L. Lance for the cleaning project.  
 

Several applications of D/2 Biological Solution was sprayed 
on each headstone, followed by gentle brushing, and then 
rinsing with clean water. The process was repeated on most 
of the headstones to eventually bring out the beautiful 
colors, patterns, and sparkle of the marble.   
 

Right: Michael Lance and Daniel Pourreau preparing 
the D/ 2 cleaning solution and rinse canisters. 

 

After the gravestones were cleaned, a small 35-star flag was 
placed beside each one. A decorative wreath was positioned 
behind the Seelye grave, followed by a short remembrance 
ceremony by the work crew.  
 

 

                       

      Herbert Powers gently scrubs with a soft brush.    Norma Pollard applies some final touches.
       

Χ continued on next page 
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(continued)  
 

 

 

                Robert Riley applying D/2 solution                  Sister Norma Pollard salutes                                    
                                Union veteran Sarah Emma Seelye 
        

             

           Even in shadow, the marble of the cleaned Union veteran gravestones sparkle! 
 

Χ report submitted by Michael L. Lance, DC/PCC  
Χ photos submitted by Robert Riley and SVC Daniel Pourreau 

Members of Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, Houston  
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(continued)  
 

 

Saturday, 11 Nov 2023 - Veterans Day ς Houston, Texas 
 

At 2:00 p.m. on Veterans Day, ten members of the Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp met online via Zoom to honor our 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ {ǳǎŀƴ .ŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ {ǘŀǊǘȊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. Sister Barry is a member of the local DUVCW Tent in Houston, and Sister Startz is a member 
of the Tent in San Antonio.  
 

After an invocation by Department Chaplain Stephen Schulze and the Pledge of Allegiance, Camp Commander John 
Vander Meulen ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ {ƛǎǘŜǊ .ŀǊǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƻŜƳΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎ ƛƴ .ƭǳŜ ŀǊŜ DƻƴŜέΦ IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ 
few minutes to call out the names of their military ancestors, both Civil War and later era servicemen, and give a brief 
description of their service.  
 

Normally on Veterans Day, members of the Lea Camp would participate in the official ceremonies conducted on the 
grounds of Houston City Hall. After firing a 3-volley musket salute, they would then take their assigned position and 
march in the parade through downtown (photos from previous years below).  
 

But this year, since ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŀ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 5ŀȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ, 
ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ 
Vander Meulen put together a nicely crafted memorial program for the occasion, allowing the Camp 
to render honors virtually. He was joined by Brothers Stephen Schulze, PDC, Michael Lance, DC, Larry 
bǳŎƪŜƭǎΣ wƻōŜǊǘ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ W±/ Wŀǎƻƴ IƻŦŦƳŀƴΣ IŜǊō tƻǿŜǊǎΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wŀǇǇŜΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ Ψ.ƛƭƭΩ aȅŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
Robert Riley. All involved enjoyed the moving and inspirational memorial service. 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ŀƴŎŜΣ 5/κt// ς Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, Houston 
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(continued)  
 

 

Wednesday, 15 Nov 2023 ς Grave Ceremony ς Rome, Georgia 
 

On page 6 of the December 2022 issue of the Harriet Lane Camp newsletter, I related how, after doing years of research 
on my great-grandfather, Julius Oluf Krag, I discovered that he was buried at Myrtle Hill Cemetery in Rome, Georgia. 
He had served as a Private with Co. G, 15th New York Heavy Artillery during the Civil War. I then began the process of 
ordering a new VA headstone for his grave. 
 

First, I spoke with the Cemetery Director and learned that ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ς but 
unfortunately, not his actual burial location. The cemetery also had a record of the burial of my ancestorΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ, but 
neither record indicates their actual plot location. But, it turned out that there was already an established location 
within the cemetery for Civil War veterans, both Union and Confederate, who were buried with and without 
headstones. So, I asked the Director if he would be receptive to placing a headstone for my ancestor in that area - if I 
provided ƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ΨȅŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ that the installation would be done by the cemetery at no charge! So Private 
Krag would soon finally be memorialized with a VA military headstone.  
 

After the new headstone was installed, I communicated with Patricia Millican at Myrtle Hill Cemetery and asked if she 
knew of anyone from a SUVCW Camp who performed graveside honors. I wanted to have a wreath placed at Private 
YǊŀƎΩǎ grave during the upcoming Wreaths Across America Day in December. She did not know of any, but she did put 
me in contact with a Brother of the Sons of Confederate Veterans of the Civil War. After several e-mails back and forth 
with him, he did locate Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ new headstone and placed an American Flag beside it.  
 

Since there was no SUVCW Camp based in Rome, Georgia, I looked for one in the surrounding area. I discovered that 
the closest SUVCW Camp was  Kennesaw Mountain Camp #3 in Marietta, Georgia, about 90 miles away. I contacted 
them and asked if they planned to participate in the upcoming Wreaths Across America day. Brother Reither of that 
Camp confirmed that they did, in fact, have plans to place wreaths that day ς but in their local area.     
 

!ŦǘŜǊ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ±! ƎǊŀǾŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΣ Ƙƛǎ response to my request for assistance was very 
positive. He said their  Camp would be honored to travel to Myrtle Hill Cemetery in Rome on a day in November, locate 
Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ headstone, place a wreath, and render honors.   

 

Brother Reither also mentioned that he, on 
his own, purchases a lone wreath for a 
veteran who was laid to rest in a small 
private cemetery in Marietta that he takes 
care of.  As a gesture of appreciation, I 
ordered an extra wreath for him to honor 
his veteran. 
 

On November 15, 2023, Brothers Bryja and 
Born of the SUVCW Camp in Marietta 
(photos on left) went far and above what I 
expected in honoring my great-
grandfather, Private Julius Oluf Krag. They 
performed a very nice 
ceremony during a 
wreath-laying. L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
thank them enough!  
   

άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ !ŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΗέ   
 

   Brothers Born and Bryja render Honors to Pvt. Julius Oluf Krag 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ F. S. (Nick) Nichols, Jr. - Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea, USN, Camp 2, Houston 
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SUVCW Eagle Scout Awards 
 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ 9Φ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΣ {ǊΦΣ t5/Σ ƻŦ /ƻƭΦ 9ƭƳŜǊ 9Φ 9ƭƭǎǿƻǊǘƘ /ŀƳǇ му ƻŦ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ {¦±/² 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ {¦±/² ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ tŀǘŎƘΦ 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΥ 
 

       North Texas     Southeast Texas 
 

  Oliver Bruke  Dallas   Deegan T. Collins Baytown 
  Gary Hill  Dallas   Michael Robson  Fulshear 

Jalen Wells  Dallas    Sydney Cunningham Houston 
Arlen M. Hansen Hurst    David A. Nutbrown Houston 
James Humphrey Fort Worth  John William Falkman League City 
Anthony Moore  Plano   Connor Walsh  Seabrook 

  Everett Early  Rowlett 
   

Congratulations to each of these outstanding award recipients! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                    9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ tŀǘŎƘ 

 
 
 
 

[ŜƊΥ 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ 9Φ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΣ {ǊΦΣ t5/  
Department Eagle Scout Coordinator - Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18, Dallas 
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October 2023 ς by Brian McManus, PDC, National Patriotic Instructor 
 

²ƛǘƘ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ²ƻƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ ƻƴŜ 
might ask the question, Ψwhy do we gather to remember Albert Woolson?Ω Even though he was the last surviving 
member of the G.A.R., he never saw action and served less than one year. Whereas Corporal Horatio D. Chapman of 
the 20th Connecticut Volunteers experienced the following:   
              

Χ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ other, and the groans and moans of the wounded were truly 
saddening to hear. Some were just alive and gasping, but unconscious. Others were mortally wounded and 
were conscious of the fact that they could not live long; and there were others wounded, how bad they could 
not tell, whether mortal or otherwise, and so it was they would linger on, some longer and some for a shorter 
time - without the sight or consolation of wife, mother, sister or friend. But such is war and we are getting used 
to it and can look on scenes of war, carnage, and suffering with but very little feeling and without a shudder."   

 

Albert Woolson did not have this type of experience. Nor was he with Joshua Chamberlain who described the end of 
the first day's fighting at Fredericksburg as follows:  
 

"But out of that silence rose new sounds more appalling still; a strange ventriloquism, of which you could not 
locate the source, a smothered moan, as if a thousand discords were flowing together into a key-note weird, 
unearthly, terrible to hear and bear, yet startling with its nearness; the writhing concord broken by cries for 
help, some begging for a drop of water, some calling on God for pity; and some on friendly hands to finish what 
the enemy had so horribly begun; some with delirious, dreamy voices murmuring loved names, as if the dearest 
were bending over them; and underneath, all the time, the deep bass note from closed lips too hopeless, or too 
heroic to articulate their agony...It seemed best to bestow myself between two dead men among the many left 
there by earlier assaults, and to draw another crosswise for a pillow out of the trampled, blood-soaked sod, 
pulling the flap of his coat over my face to fend off the chilling winds, and still more chilling, the deep, many 
voiced moan that overspread the field." 

 

The combat soldier experiences various traumatic stressors such as: witnessing death or dismemberment, handling 
dead bodies, traumatic loss of comrades, realizing imminent death, killing others, and being helpless to prevent others' 
deaths. If you survived your war you still had to face a formidable foe: The Aftermath! 
 

¶ Countless veterans left the war with diseases, wounds, destitution, hearing loss, and mental disorders.  

¶ Many soldiers suffered from Old Soldier's Disease, a term applied to soldiers addicted to painkillers.  

¶ There was no shell shock, battle fatigue, or (PTSD) to help explain mysterious conditions.  

¶ Tens of thousands of veterans were homeless and VA benefits and assistance were not available.  

¶ Many suffered a disability that prevented them from enjoying life's basic tasks and responsibilities.  
 

Cpl. Charles Morey, 2nd Vermont wrote: ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳŘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀ ŎƻƭŘ 
shoulder to him, because he has become hardened by scenes of bloodshed and carnage. I tell you, dear sister, there are 
ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ Řƻǿƴ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘΣ which when moved will prove that all that is good is not 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘŜŀŘΦέ 
 

Albert Woolson did not see combat. However, he served and was willing to do so. He did not go untouched by the war, 
because like so many, he lost his father to wounds incurred at Shiloh. The G.A.R. started as an organization for Veterans 
to network and maintain connections with each other. It became an advocate for these Veterans. 
Albert Woolson, as the last member of the G.A.R. and last Union Veteran of the Civil War, also died 
being the last living soldier advocate and representative of the Boys in Blue. That is why we remember 
Albert Henry Woolson. Today, we the members of the SUVCW represent those soldiers who Ψsaw the 
elephantΩ. Let us ensure that we do so in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty. 
 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ŜǇǘΦ tŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘ Ψ.ƛƭƭΩ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘ  
Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey Camp 5, Shreveport 
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Department Chaplainôs Corner
 

 

The Religious Services of Civil War Chaplains ς In Their Own Words 
Chaplain Thomas K. Beecher (141st New York) - 1862 

 

ά{Ƙŀƭƭ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΚ !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀǿƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ψǘƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ŦƻǊ the camp is far quieter than 
usual, even ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ Řǳǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ day. At a quarter of ten, our Adjutant forms parade, while 
the Chaplain fixes a box pulpit out in a neighboring meadow. Then the battalion marches out and forms in front of the 
Chaplain ς close, compact and attentive. A short prayer of invocation ς a hymn ς a passage or two from the articles of 
war ς a short lesson from Scripture, with very few words of explanation or reminder ς a prayer ς and the sung doxology, 
complete a catholic regimental service. As we close, the village bells tell us other assemblies, at which many of us 
attend. ά 
 

άAt the Episcopal Church, my brother and I attended, and for the first time in our lives took the sacrament of our lord 
together. That the liturgy laid hold of our hearts ς that the Scripture lessons seemed strangely fresh and instructive ς
that pensive and devout memories crowded us unspeakable ς and we prayed tear blind, ά¢Ƙȅ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜΣ ¢Ƙȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ς need not be told to you.έ  
 

άNo wonder that soldiers, sailors and all travelers love liturgies. To hear in a strange land the same 
words one has learned to love at home; to remember the uncounted thousands who are using those 
same words with us, brings one to a conscious άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƴǘǎέ - ά¢ƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
all the world doth acknowledge ¢ƘŜŜΦέ 
 

Hope you find this interesting. 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ Department Chaplain Stephen D. Schulze - Lt. Cmdr. Edward Lea Camp 2, Houston 
 

Χ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ YΦ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΣ ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΣέ 9ƭƳƛǊŀ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊ 
and Chemung County Republicans (Elmira, New York), 10 October 1862. 

 

 
 

 

Sometimes the work was physical and exhausting. Chaplains, in the short-staffed and overcrowded hospitals, were 
frequently enlisted to help lift patients, carry supplies, and erect temporary structures. Some performed basic medical 
procedures like dressing wounds. Just like their counterparts on the battlefront, hospital chaplains had to be fit and 
healthy ς and in the hospitals they were exposed to contagion and disease on a daily basis. 
 

Even though they were not on the front lines, hospital Chaplains could not escape the carnage of the Civil War. They 
were forced to confront gruesome wounds and to become hardened to the screams of the dying and the overpowering 
smells of gangrene and decay. William Corby, decades after his wartime service had ended, could still recall vividly the 
tangle of hastily-amputated legs, arms, hands, and feet piled up outside 
one hospital. ά¢ƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊ 
shop, or slaughter-ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜŀǘ ƛǎ Ŏǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƛƭŜŘ ǳǇΣέ he wrote. 
 

A CƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
underappreciated. Charles Humphreys spoke frankly of his coping 
strategy for dealing with the unpredictability and tribulations of the job. 
άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǊǳƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪΣέ he concluded 
to his friend Edward Hall, άƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΧL ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ 
be surer if I do not assume any premature dignity or unwarranted 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǾŀǎƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦέ 

 

Χ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ ŎƛǾƛƭǿŀǊΦƻǊƎκŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴǎ 
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Primary Patent Examiner Charles Gilbert Gould  
 

 

From the Medal of Honor to the Patent Office: The story of U.S. Army veteran and patent examiner Charles Gould. 
 

Before he was a Patent Office 
employee, Charles Gilbert Gould 
served with the United States Army 
during the American Civil War. This 
account was written by Rebekah 
Oakes, Historian, United States Patent 
and Trademark Office (USPTO). This 
article originally appeared on the 
USPTO employee website and is 
published here with the permission of 
the author and the USPTO. 
 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 5ŀȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ For many 
veterans, including USPTO employees both past and present, public service continues even after their military service 
ends. Before he was a Patent Office employee, Charles Gilbert Gould served with the United States Army during the 
American Civil War. 
 

Born in Windham, Vermont on May 5, 1844, Gould enlisted in the U.S. Army at age 18. Having enlisted during wartime, 
Gould soon saw combat, first in the defenses of Washington, D.C., and later during the ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎΩǎ 
Overland Campaign. As a captain with the 5th Vermont Infantry, he was widely credited as being the first Union soldier 
to break through the Confederate defenses surrounding Petersburg, Virginia on April 2, 1865, contributing to the fall 
of Richmond and eventually the end of the war later that month. Gould suffered a bayonet wound to the face and was 
struck several times with clubbed muskets but held his ground. For his heroic actions, Gould was awarded the Medal 
of Honor. 
 

After the war, Gould returned briefly to his home state of Vermont, but the wounds he sustained during the Battle of 
Petersburg soon caused him to seek a warmer climate. He entered civilian federal service in Washington, D.C., first 
accepting a clerkship at the U.S. Pension Office. After stints with the District of /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
War Department, Gould finished a degree in patent law at what is now George Washington University. In 1877, Gould 
was hired as a clerk at what was then called the Patent Office. Eventually, he was promoted to principal examiner and 

held this position until he retired in 1916. 
 

Left: Charles Gilbert Gould 
 

Gould was also an inventor himself, receiving U.S. patent no. 143,139 for an 
improvement in gun cleaners in 1873. He was working as a patent examiner 
when the Patent Office granted a design patent to fellow veteran George 
Gillespie for the redesigned Medal of HonorΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
military award.  

 
Χ Submitted by John E. Schneider, Sr., PDC - Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18, Dallas, Texas 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ citation reads: άThe President of the United States of America, in the 
name of Congress, takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to Captain (Infantry) Charles Gilbert Gould, United 
States Army, for extraordinary heroism on 2 April 1865, while serving with Company H, 5th Vermont Infantry, in action 
at Petersburg, Virginia. Among the first to mount the enemy's works in the assault, he received a serious bayonet wound 
in the face, was struck several times with clubbed muskets, but bravely stood his ground, and with his sword killed the 
man who had bayoneted him.έ ΧΦaward issued 30 Jul 1890. 
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My 2nd great-grandfather, George T. Ridenour, was born on March 28, 1845, in Wabash, Indiana. His parents were 
5ŀǾƛŘ wƛŘŜƴƻǳǊΣ WǊΦ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ {ƘŀǳǾŜǊΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ рth great-grandfather, Mathias Ridenour, was an American 
Revolutionary Patriot from Maryland, ŀƴŘ aŀǘƘƛŀǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ, Nicholas Reitenauer II, along with his brother-in-law, John 
Hager and others, founded the town of Hagerstown, Maryland. 
 

In 1861, George T. Ridenour began serving in the military in Indiana when he was just 16 years old. He mustered in at 
Indianapolis on August 23, 1861, with Co. E, 10th Regiment Indiana Infantry. The 10th Indiana Infantry was reorganized 
at Indianapolis and mustered in for three years of service beginning on September 18, 1861. 
 

Some of the 10th Regiment Indiana Infantry saw action at the Battle of Mill Springs, Battle of Perryville, Battle of 
Chickamauga, Siege of Chattanooga, Missionary Ridge, Battle of Resaca May, Dallas, New Hope Church, Allatoona Hills, 
Lost Mountain, Kennesaw, Siege of Atlanta, and the Battle of Jonesboro. It was stationed at six different locations 
during the three-day Battle of Chickamauga. During the war, the regiment lost a total of 186 men, including three 
officers and 64 enlisted men killed or mortally wounded, and five officers and 114 enlisted men died of disease. The 
10th Indiana Infantry mustered out of service on September 19, 1864, as did George. 
 

On October 17, 1867, George Ridenour was 22 years old when he married Mary Ellen Bent in Wabash, Indiana. aŀǊȅΩǎ 
great-grandfather, Silas Bent, participated in the Boston Tea Party by dressing up as an Indian and throwing tea into 
the harbor. George and Mary became the parents of six children, including Albert Ridenour (born 1870 in Indiana), 
Nora Ridenour (1874 Indiana), Errol Thurlow Ridenour (1876 Nebraska), Charles Ridenour (1882 Nebraska), Martha 
Ridenour (1884 Nebraska), and George Francis Ridenour (1888 Texas). 
 

DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ Mary, was often ill and needed to live in a dryer area, so they left Indiana for Lincoln, Nebraska, where 
George came to own 160 acres of land. Still not dry enough for Mary, they moved further south to Texas in 1885, 
settling in Buffalo Gap, Taylor County, Texas.  

 

     George and Mary Ridenour with his first       George and Nancy Ridenour with his last three 
       three children in Nebraska, ca. 1880.               children in Abilene, Texas, after 1891. 
 

Χ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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After Mary passed away in 1890 at age 41, George married local Buffalo Gap pioneer Nancy Pimela (Ashford) Chapman. 
He died December 29, 1911, in Buffalo Gap in the home of his daughter, Martha Proctor, and was buried in the Buffalo 
Gap Cemetery between his two wives. 
 

DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ, George Francis Ridenour, was killed just days before the Signing of the Armistice during WWI. 
He was a Private in Co. B, 359th Infantry, 90th Division, and he is buried in Arlington National Cemetery. He is listed on 
the Taylor County War Memorial in downtown Abilene, Texas.   
 
 

Sometime between 2004 and 2007, Tom 
Perini of tŜǊƛƴƛΩǎ {ǘŜŀƪƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ wŀƴŎƘ, 
bought the 1885 Ridenour home, moved 
it a few yards, restored it, and made it his 
main ranch B&B.  
 

Left: DŜƻǊƎŜ ¢Φ wƛŘŘŜƴƻǳǊΩǎ муур 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ .ϧ. ŀǘ tŜǊƛƴƛΩǎ 
Ranch 
 

Tom Perini was well-known and cooked 
in the White House for President George 
W. Bush. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin even flew him to Moscow to teach 
Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƻƪǎΦ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ, actor 
Robert Duvall, often stays at the main 
B&B. tŜǊƛƴƛΩǎ was voted 3rd best ribeye in 
Texas.  

 

 

Before Tom Perini owned the Ridenour house, a couple from New York named Leonard Majzlin and Carol Hall owned 
ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ /ŀǊƻƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǘƻ άThe Best Little Whorehouse in TexasΦέ 
 
 
 

 

Left: Ridenour brand 
 

 
In 2016, Kristopher Kuppin and his wife 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴ άwέ ōǊŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ ƛƴ 
Buffalo Gap. After much research, they 
concluded it was the Ridenour brand - 
and they gave it to me on November 20, 
2016. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Right: Paul Ridenour by the grave of his ancestor,  
Pvt. George T. Ridenour 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Χ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǳƭ wƛŘŜƴƻǳǊΣ Dwh - Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Camp 18, Dallas 
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Andrew Oliver Apple was born in 1845 in Northampton, Pennsylvania. He was one of nine children born to a distiller. 
!ǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƎŜ мрΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Pennsylvania to New Cumberland, Virginia. The Civil War would soon 
break out. Andrew was just 17 years old when he enlisted with the Union Army at nearby New Manchester, Virginia. 
He served with Co. I, 12th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry.  
 

Andrew saw action in twelve different battles between June 1863 and April 1865, and eventually rose in rank to 
Corporal. But it was his actions in April 1865 during the federal siege of Confederate positions at Petersburg during the 
Third Battle of Petersburg that would establish his honored place in history.  
 

During the final attack by the Union Army, Corporal Apple saw his regiment's 
battle flag fall when the Color Bearer was mortally shot. He bravely picked up 
the flag and continued forward - probably aware that the unfortunate flag 
bearer was not the first to fall carrying it that day. He later described that 
during most of the chaotic 6-hour assault, there was no time to even reload 
muskets. Most of the soldiers were forced to use their bayonets as they 
moved forward, sometimes fighting hand-to-hand as they stormed over the 
ramparts of Fort Gregg. The ultimate capture of that Confederate fort was 
one of the final successful actions that allowed Gen. GrantΩǎ Union forces to 
finally capture Petersburg.   

Right: Corporal Andrew Oliver Apple 
 

As fate would have it, Corporal Apple was the only survivor among the four 
men who carried the battle flag of the 12th West Virginia Infantry during that 
final assault. The other three flag carriers were shot and killed while bearing 
those Colors. He would subsequently participate in two more battles as his 
regiment was tasked with pursuing the remnants of Gen. Robert E. LeeΩǎ 
army. The Union pursuit ultimately concluded with the surrender of Gen. Lee 
at Appomattox on April 9th, 1865. Just over a month later, in May 1865, Apple 
was awarded a Medal of Honor for his bravery during the earlier siege of 
Petersburg. 
 

After being honorably discharged in June 1865, Apple returned to his native state of Pennsylvania. But in 1868, he 
moved westward to Illinois, settling in the town of Elgin. He was initially employed as a hotel bartender. In late 1869, 
he ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǎǎΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ eventually became the father of 6 children. Meanwhile, he began working as a 
fireman and, in time, was promoted to Assistant City Fire Marshall. In May 1889, Apple obtained the position of Fire 
Marshal of Elgin, Illinois. 
 

In January 1890, shortly before his death, Fire Marshall Andrew O. Apple was interviewed about his being given the 
Medal of Honor. During the interview, he described how events unfolded in May 1865 and the subsequent 
presentation of the prestigious award. 
 

άThe first I knew that I had done anything out of the ordinary line was, one morning while we were in camp at 
Richmond, after coming from the scene of Lee's surrender, the orderly sergeant stopped at my tent and asked 
if I wanted to go home. I told him that we would all go so soon that I had better wait for the regiment. [T]here 
was an intense satisfaction in being inside the city which had so long resisted our efforts.έ 

 

άInstead of being content with my answer, the sergeant told me to fix up and report to regimental 
headquarters. I had but little choice as to the clothes I should wear, and at best looked more like a tramp than 
a respectable soldier. We had not drawn any garments for three months, and I was ragged, dirty, and with 
shoes that would have disgraced an ash barrel. The orders had to be obeyed, however, regardless of personal 
appearance, and on reporting I found a lieutenant and one private waiting for me. We three were then told to 
 

 Χ continued on next page 




